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S U N  P R A I R I E  U N I T E D  

M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  
Frequently Asked Questions 

The starting point for stewardship is our  
relationship to God, and our understanding that 
all that we have and all that we are is a gift from 
God.  We are grateful to the many generations 
who have come before us and made our current 
facility possible.  With this Capital Campaign, we 
are truly looking at Honoring the Past, Serving the 

Present and Providing for 
the Future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are blessed at the Sun Prairie United  
Methodist Church to be given the opportunity to 
make a difference in our church and community 
through the use of our beautiful church building.  
Along with the use of our building, we want to 
make sure we have a safe and accessible parking 
lot.   

 

 

 

 

 

The challenge before us now is to give thanks for 
the blessings God has shared with us.  Through 
this Capital Campaign, we look to eliminate our 
building debt and replace the aging parking lot. 



Why do we need another campaign to  
reduce debt?  

Seven years ago the church was updated and  
expanded to meet the needs of our growing  
congregation with a $2.1 Million building project. 
The church took out a 15-year loan for 
$1,680,208 Million from The United Methodist 
Foundation. This loan plus the  
upfront donations made possible the  
following: 

 Total renovation of our sanctuary, including 
changing layout, pews, and sound system 

 Added Multipurpose room and welcoming 
portico 

 Remodeled the Chapel and added a new 
Conference Room 

 Upgraded to our office and kitchen areas 

 Addressed safety, asbestos, and fire concerns 

 

 

 

 

 

During the past 7 years, we have paid on the 
loan, just like you pay a mortgage on a house. 
Our initial interest rate was 5.125%.  That rate 
was refinanced and is currently 4%.  We have 
reduced the debt from $1.68 Million to $1.2 Mil-
lion. Over the next 3 years we look to eliminate 
this debt.  

There is also a financial benefit to paying off the 
loan before the terms change to a variable rate on 
May 10, 2023 and the loan matures on May 1, 
2028 with a balloon  
payment of $331,682. 

 

 

 

 

How much are our monthly mortgage  
payments? 

Our monthly mortgage is $11,627.93.  Approxi-
mately $4,800 goes toward interest and $6,800 
toward principle.  In 2019 alone, we paid $ 47,488 
in interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the purpose of the pledge card?  

Pledge cards help us plan and is a promise from 
you to God.  It is not a legally binding contract but 
a signal of your faith and commitment to God’s 
work.  We encourage all our members and friends 
to signal their intention to support our ministries 
by returning the pledge card. 

If I give my three-year pledge in one payment, 
will that amount go directly toward the principle 
of the loan? 

Paying down the principle of our building loan is 
a priority.  We need to meet our monthly mort-
gage payments, but will put pledges given one 
payment directly toward the principle of the loan 
if requested. 

 

When I make my annual pledge to the church, 
doesn’t that also go toward the building mort-
gage? 

Our Annual Stewardship Campaign in fall of the 
year is to support the day-to-day; month-to-
month operations of the church, such as utilities, 
staff salaries, building maintenance and ministry 
needs.  If persons pledged money toward the 
building on their annual pledge cards, those 
pledges were recorded toward our building debt. 

 

When does my pledge start toward this new 
building campaign? 

Our Honoring the Past – Serving the Present – 
Providing for the Future building campaign is a 
three-year commitment.  Our campaign will 
begin on January 11th and we will have our Cele-
bration weekend on February 15-16.  Payments 
to the new campaign will begin on March 1st and 
go for three years.   

 

All donations to SPUMC are tax deductible  


