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and thy Saints shall bless thée
Psalm 145:10

| am privileged to be able to work with the confirmands again this year
with Pastor Jenny. Lastweek we invited some of our Sun Prairie United
Methodist 0 S e nSi aoi rriot tadkdwith the confirmands about their lives and how
they have grown in faith through the years It wasan amazing experience for both the

youth and the Saints | watched the different generations, spanned by almost 7 decades for
some, sharing their faith journeys. The confirmands were genuinely interested in hearing
about the experiences that can only happen after a long life, well lived with a Christian
intent. It was fun to hear the confirmands talk later about this experience and the impact it
had on them.

| think that we can learn a lot from being engaged in what each generation hasto say. | think
it also helped the youth to understand that we are never done growing in faith. Thisis a life-
long journey and we all have mentors to help us along the way, no matter what their age, old
or young!

Deb Mulhern, Director of Connecting Ministry

Our Mission What 6s | nsi d
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November 4 -5
All -Saints Weekend

Psalm 34:110; Matthew 5:1-12
fi We Have This Hopédi
On this All-Saints Weekend, we will
receive Communion by coming
forward and have the opportunity
for anointing for healing and
wholeness. When we come forward
for Communion, we are taking the
action to come to the table of
Godos

MINy
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grace.
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November 11 -12
Psalm 78:17
Matthew 25:1-13
fi Enough Hope for Allfi

November 18 -19

1 Thessalonians 5:111
Matthew 25:14-29
fi Investing Our Hopenh

November 25 -26
Rev. Brad Mather,
Preaching
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2019 -

On November 4% and 5%, we will
celebrate All-Saints Weekend at all
three worship services During the
worship services, we will remember
those from our faith community who
have passed on to life eternal in the
last year. Eachp e r s namé will be
read and a candle will be lit in their
memory. This will be an opportunity
for our faith community to give
thanks to God as we remember our
loved ones.

2016 0 Hospitality
s % 2017 d Offering Christ
0 2018 8 Purposeful
)=
o
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Living

Engaging the
Community

Warship;Services: at-Aread:iving Centers.ers
Every secondMonday @ 2:00 p.m.: New Perspective Sr. Living, 222 S. Bristol Street, Sun Prairie

Every secondWednesday @ 1 O :

00 a. m. :

Prairie

Gar den,

Every second Wednesday @ 2:00 p.m.: Brooke Dale, 650 Broadway Drive, Sun Prairie
Every second Thursday @ 10:00 a.m.: Tall Grass, 605 Chase Boulevard, Sun Prairie
0‘

¢ You are invited to join Pastor Brad and worship with our
ﬂ friends and members at these facilities!

\

900
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\) Interestedin’ Learning
> Nlore about SRUMG?
F. ¢ AR

We will be havmg a Newcomer Meeting for those interested in learning more about our church on
Monday, November 13 at 6:30 pm. The meeting will last approximately an hour and a half. This will
be a time for you to get to know other people who are interested in learning about our church, as
well as learn how you can grow in faith at SPUMC Please RSVPto Deb Mulhern, Director of
Connecting Ministries at dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org or 837-5554 ext. 106. Childcare available if
requested before November 11.

Do You Have a New Neighbor?

If you have someone new to your neighborhood and would like to find a way to welcome them, grab
a Chip Clip from the basket at the Welcome Center! Attach the clip to a store bought bag of chips or
cookies. Include the note that is provided with the chip clip and stop in and welcome your new
neighbor, introduce yourself and leave the treat. | t jdstsa friendly way to let people know there is a
United Methodist Churchin Sun Prairie and that you are welcoming them to the area!

e
«¢  LOGQOS Coloerado Experien”
July 7--15, 2018

Next summer, 8th-12th grade youth and young adults (19-23) will have the opportunity to
participate in the LOGOSColorado Experienceon July 7-15, 2018.

During this experience we will be attending the LOGOS West Youth Summit in Estes Park,
Colorado. Located high in the majestic Rocky Mountains, Conference West offers breathtaking
scenery, snow topped mountains, lakes, meadows, hiking, rafting and many other activities and
sports, as well as fun, food, friends and fellowship, all while strengthening your relationship with
Christ.

If you are interested in finding out more information, there will be a participant and parent
meeting on Sunday,November 19t at 4pm.

At this meeting, we will be talking about what YOU would like to do for fundraising this year, so
please bring your ideas and suggestions. It is a requirement that all participants attend a parent
meeting, so if you absolutely cannot attend this one, contact Director of Youth Ministries,
Autumn Hartman (autumn@sunprairieumc.org) and we can set up a time to meet individually.



mailto:dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org
mailto:autumn@sunprairieumc.org

Page 4

Connectional-Givin

as our Connectional Giving in The United Methodist Church and are not
somet hing we simple 6do; 6 rather th

United Methodists are connectional. We put into practice that if we want to give money beyond
ourselves, our local church and local community needs, the first place to look is our connectional
system. Apportionments form the framework for our individual and congregational participation in
connectional ministry and mission.

Apportionment money is used within our Wisconsin Conference to fund our connectional ministries
in Wisconsin. Our camps, our mission projects, both locally and globally, our campus ministries, our
health and welfare ministries and dozens more are kept healthy and strong through the giving of our
local congregations. Salary and support for staff and leadership are an essential part of our shared
connectional ministry. We have invested staff, energy and resourcesto improve our communication
ministries at all levels.

Apportionment money is also designated to support the global and national connectional ministries
of our denomination . World ServiceFund, Ministerial Education, Africa University, Black College Fund,
the Episcopal Fund and the Interdenominational Cooperation Fund, all provide vital ministries around
the world.

Apportionments are an opportunity to show the love of God to others in a very tangible way.
Together we do more than we could ever dream of doing alone and this outreaching ministry of love
is grounded in our generous giving. Apportionment giving for each local church is calculated
individually based on membership and total church expenses, including staff compensation,
programming expensesand operating expenses

Our Apportionment commitment in 2017 is $86,696; based on 862 members, which is approximately
$100.50 per member for the year.

Thank You for the ways you can support how we are United Methodist through our connectional
giving!

—

)
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4-“

TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK™
ONE HOUR BEFORE BES®

giving of our Apportionments (6

—

=
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Friday afternoon, November 10

Bishops Call Special Session of

General Conference for 2019

The Council of Bishops announced the call to a
special General Conference on Feh. 23-26, 2019, in
St. Louis, Missouri. The special meeting of The
United Methodist Ch ur ¢ top s lawmaking
assembly will be limited to acting on a report by
Council of Bishops, based on the proposals from
the Commission on the Way Forward. The 32-
member commission, appointed by the bishops,
has the charge of finding ways for the denomin-
ation to stay together despite deep differences
around homosexuality. General Conference is the
only body that can speak for the denomination.
0 T h@ouncil of Bishops encourages the entire
church to continue in deep, unceasing prayer for
Holy Spirit breakthroughs for the Commission on a
Way Forward and the Special Session of General
Conf er sad®akotas-Minnesota Area Bishop
Bruce Ough, the president of the Council of
Bishops

The Commission on a Way Forward met in Berlin,
Germany in September and started sketching
models to share with the Council of Bishops as
options for finding a way forward for The United
Methodist Church regarding human sexuality.
During the meeting, members of the Commission
expressed the need for the unity of the UMC, yet
recognizing the different theological under-
standings and expressionson human sexuality.
*

% %
Advent Devotional Book

Advent begins on December 3rd. We will once
again offer an Advent devotional book with a daily
devotion written by members and friends of our
faith community . If you would like to write a short
devotion of approximately 150 words, please let
Pastor Jenny know by the end of October. The

theme of our Advent season will be 0 Of f er i

Chr i which dollows the yearly focus of our
ministry plan of H.O.P.E A devotional writing guide
with suggested scriptures and ideas will be
provided. Devotions will be due by November 20.
Thank you for opening yourself to sharing your
devotional thoughts with others.

Stewardship

We are blessed at the Sun Prairie United
Methodist Church to be given the opportunity to
make a difference in our church and community
through our annual stewardship campaign and
our continued building campaign. Last year, we
combined our annual stewardship giving and our
3-year 0 Ho pseOur F u t ucapstal campaign to
reduce the mortgage on our building, along with
funding to replace the roof on the older portion of
the building .

The roof was replaced this past summer. This
month, beginning with All-Saints weekend, Nov.
4-5, our annual stewardship focus and our
continued attention to our mortgage reduction
will follow the theme, 0 Welave ThisHope.6

Hebrews 6:19 says,0 Wdave this hope, a sure and
steadfast anchor of the soul.6 We will hear how
the ministries of our church impact our lives and
the lives of so many in our communities and our
world aswe hold to the sure and steadfast anchor
of Go d pressence. We will also have the oppor-
tunity to make a pledge to the building, if you did
not last year; plus make our annual pledge to our
church ministries for 2018.

The starting point for stewardship is always our
relationship to God, and our understanding that
all that we have and all that we are is a gift from
God. We are grateful to the many generations
who have come before us and made our current
facility possible and who continue to annually
support our ministry. Thank you for reading
through the narrative budget brochure and letter
that has come to you in the mail.

Thank you for your faithfulness to SPUMCand our
ministry together!

Angual Church Conference

Our Annual Church Conference will be Tuesday,
November 28 at 6:30 pm. Church Conference is a
time to celebrate our ministry together and affirm
leadership and ministry support for 2018. Our
District Superintendent, Forrest Wells, will be with
us to facilitate our time.


http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?subid=35404&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=5002&mailid=341
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XYZ (Extra Years of Zest)

service at 5:00 pm.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

A Saturday, December 2- Cookie Walk

A Friday, December 15- Stable Service, 6:00 pm; Joe & Raquel Tatar barn

A Sunday,December 24 - One worship service at 9:00 am will be the 4t Sunday of Advent
with a service of Lessons & Carols We will also have our Saturday, December 23

Christmas Eve,Sunday, December 24 - worship at 3:00, 5:00, 7:00 & 9:00 pm.
Saturday, December 30, Worship at 5:00 pm
Sunday,December 31, One worship service at 9:00 am.

Beginning in November, XYZ (Extra Yearsof Zest) will have a slight change in its schedule. We 6slilll meet on the
third Tuesday of each month, but we will begin with lunch at 11:30 am, followed by our program. So mark your
calendar. Our next gathering will be on November 21 at 11:30 am, and our program will be 6 T Saintsof Plymouth

Planation and the First Thanksgiving.6

Grief Support

Join us any Monday from 6:30-8:00 pm in the chapel
for our weekly, Drop-in Grief Education and Support
group. You may come as often asyou like. Kris Simon,
a Registered Nurse with aMa s t Beg@ein Counsek
ing, facilitates the group. Sheis also a trained Stephen
Minister. Kris has 14 years of experience working in
hospice, initially as a hospice nurse and then as a grief
counselor. Please consider joining us on any Monday
evening.

Dining Out Event

The next dining out event will be breakfast at Gus's
Diner, 630 N. Westmount in Sun Prairie, at 9:00
am on Saturday, November 18. Please call reser-
vations to the church office by Wednesday,
November 15.

.., Calling
Musicians
& Singers!

Calling musicians and singers for the 5:00
pm Christmas Eve band and choir! Singers 4th
grade and up, and musicians 7th grade and up are
invited to be a part of the Christmas Eveband and
choir. We are looking for strings, woodwinds, brass
and rock band instrumentalists. We will rehearse 5
or 6 times in November and December.

If you are interested in joining us or if you have

guestions, please contact:
Liv Goff: (livgoff@gmail .com 608-837-4202), OR
Gebriel Lefeber. (gebriel.lefeber@housing.wisc.edu)

Influenza is Already Making
the Rounds in Wisconsin

State health have
reported an early start to the
flu season this year. The flu
shot is safe and effective for

people, six months old and

' older; however, there are cer-
tain people who are at a
greater risk of getting the flu
and could have serious health
complications if they do come

down with the virus.

officials

Those who are strongly encouraged to receive the
flu vaccination include: people 65 years and older;
people with chronic health issues (like heart disease
and diabetes) pregnant women (flu shot protects the
mom-to-be and provides protection for her baby for
several months after birth); people who are around
other people at work or school.

In addition to the flu shot, here are some simple
steps we can all take to protect ourselvesand others
from illness. wash your hands often with soap and
water, or use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer; cover
your cough or sneezewith your upper sleeveand try
to avoid touching your face with your hand; if you
use a tissue, throw it away after one use; never share
drinking cups, straws or utensils; when possible,
avoid being exposed to people who are sick with
flu-like symptoms; eat nutritious meals; get plenty of
rest; do not smoke; frequently clean commonly
touched surfaces (doorknobs, refrigerator handles,
phones and faucets), if y o u &ickestay home and
get rest and drink plenty of fluids and avoid using
tobacco and alcohol.


https://maps.google.com/?q=630+N.+Westmount&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:livgoff@gmail.com
tel:(608) 837-4202
mailto:gebriel.lefeber@housing.wisc.edu
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Dear Church Famlly What a blessmg it has been to be taken care of so wonderfully! Our Sun Prairie United
Methodist Church has been the heart, and the hands and the feet of Jesusthrough my knee replacement surgery,
and then to Bob, who had been in the hospital during most of the month of September, and then went through five
hours of surgery for his bowel obstruction . There are no words in this language to adequately thank everyone for all
the thoughts, prayers, phone calls, visits, meals, pies, cards and all your little moments of concern for us. Thank you
all so very much! | especially want to thank Connie Meyer for being my coach, my mentor and my very dear friend
during my entire knee replacement surgery process.

She was there from beginning to end & faithfully coming each day to Columbus Hospital after my surgery, from
morning until evening during my rehab there! She encouraged me all the way, to push when I d i d medilyt want to.
She took me to all my hospital follow-ups and all my PT appointments, too! She is a true angel of love and
friendship, and I ¢ o u | ldame@aone all this without her. And then, she also took me to St Ma r yodsee Bob twice,
before | was able to drive. | know without a doubt that Connie will one day hear the words: 6 Wedone, good and
faithful s e r v &agrateful to each and every one of you! -- Sherry Otto

Thank you Church Friends - I would like to thank all of you for your healing prayers, well wishes,cards and
emails you've sent me. Your care and concern means a great deal to me. My heart valve transplant was a success
and I'm doing well. | look forward to getting back to church and to my normal activities. Again, thank you so
much. -- Erlene Delano

Book Review - Pope Francis Among the Wolves by Marco Politi

I know, | know -- yet another book review with a Catholic focus. But | find Pope Francisto be an interesting and
caring religious leader and this book accomplished three things. First, it gave quite a bit of information on his
background and service in Argentine, where he advocated for and practiced service to the poor and oft-
forgotten people of his church. The book also gives a lot of information about the direction that Pope Francis
would like to move the Catholic Churchin -- his vision of the future Church. Lastly,the author goes into a lot of
detail about the internal opposition to his desired changes.

Basically,the Vatican is a small country, with its own bank, judicial system and governing bodies. Entrenchedin
this entity are centuries of tradition, struggles for advancement/power and a strong protection of the status
quo. Which would all be fine, except that economic and moral malfeasance occur and are difficult to root
out. Scandalsare being exposed and then covered up. The laity want modernization that the ruling entrenched
factions do not want to grant. Corruption appears among priests who collaborate with politicians and the
Mafia. Into this world, Pope Francis is selected to be a reformer and to lead the Church to a more
compassionate future .

The book gets a bit weighty (who knew there were SO many committees, conferences, reports, etc. within the
Vatican?),but overall reads like a good mystery: crimes are exposed, people scheme to get the outcomes they
want, the good guy fights evil and stands surrounded by human wolves. Unfortunately, the book was written a
few years ago, so | don't know how it ends -- does Pope Franciswin or does the Catholic Church maintain its
old, rigid structure? A sequel is needed! -- Patricia Harrington

2 Garage Sale
Ve 0285
I

’. AR *9% % Have you put away your summer clothes yet? Getting out your winter
‘% ) ”§5“\ sweaters and coats? Tired of your fall or Halloween decorations? If y o u 6

g o\, “.e found anything that d o e sfih &ymore or y o u {ust plain tired of it, start a

@.‘ A pile for our Church Garage Sale Our SPUMCGarage Sale raises thousands of

& % 0% 00® ‘ dollars to help with missions, scholarshipsand ministries to help those in need.

Y 0 We rely on YOURO t r e a sauple@ss shore your items until we can start to

take them in the spring. The SPUMC Garage Sale will be May 4 & 5, 2018.

- Sul -k)\\' Questions?Deb Mulhern (dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org)



mailto:dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org

| was a bit stuck trying to decide on a topic
for our Reconciling Ministries page of the
Caller this month. Looking for inspiration, |
did what many of us do these days, |
turned to the internet, did some googling,
but still didn't find something that spoke
directly to me.

| tried another tactic | use when having
writer's block, | turned to the dictionary
and looked up the word ' r e c o n On
Dictionary.com, it had a surprising number
of definitions, sixto be exact The definition
that resonated with me the most was:

"to bring into agreement or
harmony; or make compatible or
consistent”

That is what reconciling ministries means to
me. How do we come together, agree and
bring harmony to a church that is divided
on the issue of inclusion and who can lead?

| don't have any fix-all answers | do not
know how to get both sidesto come to an
agreement. | do have hope for our
denomination though. | have hope that
someday we will make everyone feel
welcome within the United Methodist
Church.

| have hope that we will recognize the gifts,
love and leadership that so many have to
offer, but have been denied the chance to
share. | have hope that the outcome of the
special General Conference in 2019 is a
Christcentered one.

While searching on the internet for a topic,
| also found a United Methodist church
website named rethinkchurch.org and saw
a new 'motto’, if you will: Rethink Church. |
hope that we are sincere about that. | hope
that this is the direction the United
Methodist Church is headed.

Kids get it right, by the way. If you ever
want to know how to be an accepting,
loving church, listen to what kids have to
say. From the same UMC website under the

: frllegdg]g "Our beliefs, their words", listen to

the advice from some of our smallest
A "Love everyone, no matter who they are,
no matter what they're like 6

A "You should be kind, like always"

A "You can come in with an open heart
and open mind - you just feel free and
you love everyone."

A "No matter what you're like, youre part
of the church familyo

As written in 1 Samuel 16:7b - "The Lord
does not look at the things man looks at.
Man looks at the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks at the heart."

What does the Lord see when the Lord
looks at our hearts?

In Christ,
Lori Vavrus



