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Our Mission

The MissioncofithesSurrPrairie
United Methodist Church«ds to
invite and welcome jpeapleitothe
committed and compassionate
followers of JesuscChrist{ithrough
worship, through spiritual growth,
through fellowship, through
service to others.

X X
Our wershipsservices:areiairedon
KSWN12, digital channel 983
and basic cable channel:98,
Sundays:at 11100 am
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MINISTRY MOMENTS

WHY SMALL GROUPS?T h e raedébate going on in church
circles regarding small groups Are small groups making
disciples of Jesus Christ? That is after all the mission of the
church, right?

Our mission is to invite and welcome people to be committed

and compassionate followers of JesusChrist through worship,

through spiritual growth, through fellowship and through

service to others. Are small groups fulfilling this mission? |

think so. Becoming a disciple of JesusChrist does not happen

overnight, nor doesit happenin a sevenweek Bible study. But

what small groups do offer is the environment to grow

spiritually and connect with others in our church. | have often

said that our spiritual growth is a journey that we are on our

entire lives. Our goal is to strive towards the commandants

that Jesusgave us, to love Godand to love one another with all

our heart, soul and mind. Here are just a few reasons why

Small Groupsare vital to the life of the church and to your own

spiritual growth:

1. Small groups foster close relationships and a sense of
community.

2. Small groups provide an avenueto care for the needs of
one another within the group and in the church.

3. Small groups can provide a comfortable setting for the
non-churchedand nominally churched

4. Small groups provide a way for people to live out their
faith through serviceto others.

5. Small groups provide a source of encouragement and
accountability. No one likes to go to the gym alone, right?

Small groups help us worship Christ, help us grow spiritually,
provide fellowship and service to others. We have two types of
small groups here at Sun Prairie UMC study groups and
affinity groups. Study groups are short term meet regularly
throughout the year to do a book or Bible study. We also have
affinity groups, which are groups that meet regularly (without
an end date) becauseof a shared interests, knitting or music.

CONTINUEDNPAGEB (SMALLGROURMMINISTRIE®AGE)



Page 2

Senmons
IN OCTOBER °

4
% - g { A } T A

September 30-October 1

World Communion Weekend
Rev. Brad Mather, Preaching
/ - On this World Communion Weekend, we will receive
\ / Communion in the pews. When we receive the
Sacrament where we are seated and then serve one
another, it is a symbol of being served from the table of
Godds grace and passing

October 7-8 October 1415  October 21-:22  October 28-29

Psalm 19 Philippians 4:49 Rev. Brad Mather, 1 Thessalonians 2:18
Matthew 21:33-46 Matthew 22:1-14 Preaching Matthew 22:34-46
How It Goes In Finding Gratitude In The Hinge

Godds Vi netheaUnfdirness

N/ N/ 4 b A N/ N/ \ /4 S N/ N/
SPUMC FourYear Ministry Mark Your Calendarsb
Plan of H.O.P.E.
anof H.O November 45:
2016 0 Hospitality All Saints Celebration in Worship
2017 o Offering Christ
2018 & Purposeful Living November 28:
2019 - Engaging the Community Church Conference, 6:30 pm
N 4 N/ N/ N/ N/ N/ N 4 N 4 N/ \N 4

Worship Services at Area Living Centers
Every secondvionday @2:00 p.m.: The Lighthouse, 222 S. Bristol Street, Sun Prairie
Every secondVednesday@1 0 : 00 a. m. : Prairie Garden, ¢
Every secondVednesday@2:00 p.m.: Brooke Dale, 650 Broadway Drive, Sun Prairie
Every secondrhursday@10:00 a.m.: Tall Grass, 605 Chase Boulevard, Sun Prairie

You are invited to join Pastor Brad Mather and worship with our
friends and members at these facilities!



Connection
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The gi vi our Apportionme \s | ¢ . Or

Ot her 36) | s aI so known as our onnectional Giv
The United Methodist Churchand are not something we simple 6 ddoather they reflect who we are as
United Methodists.

Apportionment money is used within our Wisconsin Conferenceto fund our connectional ministries in
Wisconsin Our camps, our mission projects, both locally and globally, our campus ministries, our health
and welfare ministries, and dozens more are kept healthy and strong through the giving of our local
congregations Salary and support for staff and leadership are an essential part of our shared
connectional ministry. We have invested staff, energy, and resourcesto improve our communication
ministries at all levels. Apportionment money is also designated to support the global and national
connectional ministries of our denomination. World ServiceFund, Ministerial Education, Africa University,
Black College Fund, the Episcopal Fund and the Interdenominational CooperationFund, all provide vital
ministries around the world.

Our giving matters! Through our shared giving in The United Methodist Church, hungry people are fed,
homeless people are housed, and those whose lives are torn apart by natural disaster look to us for help.
Thisis true around the world, as well as in our own communities. Apportionments are an opportunity to
showthe love of Godto othersin a verytangible way. Togetherwe do more than we could ever dream of
doing alone and this outreaching ministry of love is grounded in our generous giving. Apportionment
giving for each local church is calculated individually based on membership and total church expenses,
including staff compensation, programming expensesand operating expenses

Our Apportionment commitment in 2017 is $86,696; based on 862 members, which is approximately
$100.50 per member for the year.

Thank Youfor the waysyou can supporthow we are United Methodist through our connectlonal glvmg'

ey fﬁ BISHOPS CALL SPECIAL SESSION 6@ ﬁ@;\g

The CounC|Iof Bishops announcedthe call to a special General Conferenceon Feb. 2326, 2019, in St.
Louis, Missouri. The special meeting of The United Methodist C h u r toj lawanaking assembly will be
limited to acting on a report by Council of Bishops,based on the proposals from the Commissionon the
Way Forward The 32-member commission, appointed by the bishops, has the charge of finding ways for
the denomination to stay together despite deep differences around homosexuality. General Conferenceis
the only bodythat can speak for the denomination. 6 T ICeuncilof Bishopsencouragesthe entire church
to continue in deep, unceasing prayer for Holy Spirit breakthroughs for the Commission on a Way
Forward and the Special Sessionof GeneralCo n f e r sail ©akotas-Minnesota Area Bishop Bruce
Ough the president of the Councilof Bishops

The Commission on the Way Forward recently met in Berlin, Germany. When they met in Chicagothis
past July, they discussedthe challenging nature of the global context of the United Methodist Church,
noting that concerns and goals related to human sexuality vary widely across the globe without
consensuson ordination and marriage of LGBT(ersons



http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?subid=35404&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=5002&mailid=341
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Stewardship—

We are blessed at the Sun Prairie United Methodist Churchto be given the opportunity to make a
difference in our church and community through our annual stewardship campaign and our
continued building campaign. Last year, we combined our annual stewardship giving and our 3-year
0 Ho I ®urF u t ucapé&abcampaign to reduce the mortgage on our building, along with funding
to replace the roof on the older portion of the building.

The roof was replaced this past summer. During November, beginning with All-Saints weekend,
November4-5, our annual stewardshipfocus and our continued attention to our mortgage reduction
will follow the theme, 0 WelaveThisHoped

Hebrews6:19 says,0 Whave this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul.6 We will hear how
the ministries of our church impact our lives and the lives of so many in our communities and our
world. We will also have the opportunity to make a pledge to the building, if you did not last year,
plus make our annual pledge to our church ministries for 2018.

The starting point for stewardshipis always our relationship to God,and our understanding that all
that we have and all that we are is a gift from God We are grateful to the many generations who
have come before us and made our current facility possible and who continue to annually support
our ministry. More information will be coming to you near the end of October. Thank you for your
faithfulness to SPUMGCand our ministry together!

Advent Devotional Book—

Advent begins on December 3rd. We will once again offer an Advent devotional book with a daily
devotion written by members and friends of our faith community. If you would like to write a short
devotion of approximately 150 words, please let Pastor Jenny know by the end of October. The
theme of our Adventseasonwill be o Of f €h ir nwdith foows the yearly focus of our ministry
plan of HO.P.E A devotional writing guide with suggested scriptures and ideas will be provided.
Devotionswill be due by November20. Thank you for opening yourself to sharing your devotional
thoughts with others.

World Communion Offering—

The weekend of September 30-October 1 is World Communion weekend. The World Communion
Offering is one of the six special offerings taken throughout the year in The United Methodist
Church This offering go to help ethnic students preparing for the vocation of ministry. The offering
helps provide scholarshipsfor national and international graduate students who have felt the call of
Godto servein a life of ministry in the church. Gifts can be made to SPUMCand marked 6 Wo r |
Communion Offering.6Thankyou for your gifts toward this offering.

UMCOR — Help for Hurricane Disaster

We continue to hold in prayer those who have lost so much and been impacted so profoundly by the
devastation from hurricanes Harvey and Irma. Please also pray for those working to help others
rebuild life and provide relief. Our United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR|s known for being
the first to arrive on the scene of disasters and the last to leave. UMCORstays for the long term.
Thank you for your financial offerings to UMCORand putting together flood buckets. Financial gifts
may be made through SPUMGCand marked 6 U M Cd@Dike contents for putting together a flood bucket
can be found on our website at www.sunprairieumc.org and then brought to the church. Thank you
for your generoussupport!



http://www.sunprairieumc.org/
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Stephen Ministry

Is something going on in your life that youd o mw@rtt to face alone or

burden a friend or loved one with? Do you need someoneto listen

and/or pray with you while you sort things out? A StephenMinister can

walk beside you during this troubled time in your life. If youwould like :

more information or have questions about getting a Stephen Minister, please talk with one of the
Stephen Leaders Pastor Jenny, Pat Harper, Bonnie Kott, Dave Heinle, Mike McGaffin or Herb
Quandt Everythingfrom your inquiry through any relationship will be kept confidential.

THANK YOU NOTES

DEAR SPUMQ,hank you from the bottom of my heart for

awarding me the Frank N. Brown Memorial Scholarship. It will hel

me greatly in my senior year of college at Northern Arizona Universit

| will be graduating in May with a B.A. in Elementary Education and | hop
to teach 2nd grade. Thank you! Many blessings ~ Tessa Wol&

ONBEHALFOFTHECummingsand Henry Families, we would like to extend our thanks to Pastor
Jenny Arneson for the beautiful baptism of Charles James Henry on June 17, 2017. It was a
beautiful occasionto witness. And a very special thank you to Pastor SusanBresserfor attending
and giving blessings as well. Praise God d Novella & Gary Cummings, Alexandra & Joe Henry
and Justin & Kallie Cummings

THANKYOUto our Garden Club members who have put in several hours watering, weeding and
trimming our shrubs and flower beds! We appreciate you and how lovely our church grounds
look!

THANKYOUto Dayton Falk for all the good work he did each Wednesdayin our church office this
summer taking apart our worship bulletins so we could recyclethe coversand inserts!

Aot s th ot ol Wb

Grlef Support—

Join us any Monday from 6:30-8 pm in the chapel for our weekly Dropin Grief Education and
Support group. You may come as often as you like. Kris Simon, a Registered Nurse with a
Ma s t Pag@ein Counseling,facilitates the group. Sheis also a trained Stephen Minister. Kris
has 14 years of experienceworking in hospice, initially as a hospice nurse and then as a grief
counselor. Throughout her work in hospice, Kris has provided individual grief counseling in
addition to facilitating a variety of grief support groups. Kris is passionate about grief support
groups after yearsof observingdirectly the benefits to those attending.

Please considerjoining us on Monday evenings




Non-Book Review

by Patricla Harrington

Instead of reviewing a book for this month, I
decidedto write about a recent experiencel had
--the Interfaith Bus Tour Retreat. The tour was
organized and led by our Bishop Jung,and was
opento people from all over Wisconsin

About 40 of us spent two days and two nights
touring various religions' places of worship and
meeting with representatives of different faiths
in the Milwaukee area. In all, we heard from or
visited six different religions: Jewish, Islam,
Sikh, Hindu, Coptic Orthodox and Buddhist. It
was a fascinating look into faiths and beliefs
that | knew little about and | enjoyed it
immensely. Everyone was very warm and
welcoming and truly wanted to share their faith
with us.

Theseare some of the things | learned:

A the Jewish service is filled with poetic
language and lovely music. | found it to be
deeply satisfying and spiritual. "God created
us to continue creating good.”

Islam forbids aggressive warfare, murder,
and Kkiling of innocents. Instead, it
emphasizes submission to the word of God
and peace. "Il am an intelligent Muslim
woman -- why would you think that | would
love a violent, hate-filled religion?"

Sikhs believe in one God and that we all are
one. They practice hard work, sharing, and
service to others, "God is the soul in our
body/our soul is part of God"

the Hindu religion is mostly in India and
Nepal and they also believe in one supreme
God Karma is important and they believe in
reincarnation.

Coptic Orthodox is Egyptian Christian, and
had elements of both middle eastern and
Christianrituals in its service

The Buddhist speaker talked about their
belief that everything is life is related, inter-
connected, and that we are part of a vast
whole. "Thereis no us, no them --only we.0

Thiswas a wonderful two-day experience!
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Dining Out Cvent

Our October dining out event will be at
Chili's Bar and Grill, 4344 East Towne
Blvd, in Madison, on Saturday, October21
at 5:30 pm. Please call reservations to
the church office by Wednesday, October
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Treble 2
Tones invites you
to Give Us a Try!

Our wo me n éheir is

looking for
additional members. We rehearse
between services on Sunday from 9:45
am until 10:15 am and we sing one
Sundayper month.

If you love singing but feel that you may
not be able to commit to an every Sunday
group, this may be the choir group for
you. It is a great way to meet new
women and sharein the joy of music.

Formore information, please contact:

Mary Hartkopf
mary.hartkopf@gmail.com
or call 837-8752.



https://maps.google.com/?q=4344+East+Towne+Blvd&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:mary.hartkopf@gmail.com

The Reconciling Ministries Committee is going to have an article in the Callereach month as
a way to share with the congregationvarious aspects of the reconciling ministries movement.
In this augural effort, | want to provide a refresher on what the reconciling movement is

about.

TheReconcilingMinistries movement in the United Methodist Churchbegin in the 1980s as a

reaction to what some of the local UMCchurchestook to be unacceptable policies by the

worldwide United Methodist Church Specifically, they opposed the prohibition of LGBTQ
clergy and not allowing same-sex ceremoniesto be presided over by our clergy nor conducted

in our churches

Thesepolicies were not in keeping with the beliefs of these churchesand they wish to make

it known to their communities that they did not accept these policies. This manifested itself
in the churches getting the support from their congregation or church council for a
Reconciling Statement that stated their beliefs.

The actions of the reconciling churches were not intended to be a criticism of the United
Methodist Church but instead an expressionof the local churches' beliefs. The Sun Prairie
United Methodist Churchjoined this movement in June 2013 after receiving the support of
the Church Councilfor its Reconciling Statement. Our Reconciling Statement appears in the
weekly church servicebulletin and on the Church'swebsite.

My husband, Paul and | are the parents of a son
who identified himself as gay severalyearsago.
He is now married to a man from Connecticut
and they have adopted two boys. He and his
family live in Brooklyn NY and are members of
Park Slope UMCwhich has been a reconciling
congregationfor many years.

We have seen through his life and that of his
church that being reconciling is an expression
of belief and love by the church and that's why
we have supported this ministry at the Sun
Prairie church.




