
Pastorõs Ponderings

February 2017
Vol. XIV No. 2

The Mission of the Sun Prairie

United Methodist Church is to

invite and welcome people to be

committed and compassionate

followers of Jesus Christ, through

worship, through spiritual growth,

through fellowship, through

serviceto others.

Pastorõs Ponderings1

February Sermons 2

Board of Ordained Ministry 2

Connectional Giving 3

Accountable Leadership Board 4

Hope is our Future 4

Miscellaneous Events 5-6

Outreach Ministry 7

Confirmation 8

Small Group Ministry 9

Caring Ministry 10

Stephen Ministry 11

LOGOS/Christian Ed 12

Youth Ministry 13

Boy Scout & Girl Scout Sunday 13

Church Records 14

Church Calendar 15

Church Staff 16

Our worship services are aired on 

KSUN-12, digital channel 983 

and basic cable channel 98,

Sundays at 11:00 am

Inside this Issue

Our Mission

òéJesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ôFollow me.õ 
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ôWe have found him about whom 

Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.õ Nathanael said to him, ôCan anything good come out of Nazareth?õ 

Philip said to him, ôCome and See.õó -John 1:43, 44-46

We could ask the same question about the church as Nathanael

asked Philip about Jesusõhometown of NazarethéCan anything

good come out of the church? My hope is that if ever asked that

question,our answercanbe,òYes,comeandsee!ó

The church asthe Body of Christ is a placewhere we do our bestto

be Christ-like by reaching out beyond ourselves, where we

experiencehope and where we expectthat lives will be transformed

by the love and presenceof God.

When your family, friends and neighborscome to you for support

and encouragementin their lives, do you invite them to òcomeand

see.óWe have something valuable to offer at SPUMCéwe have a

caring community of people, we have worship and ministries that

inspire and offer gratitude to God, and we havea God of hope who

transformslives.

The churchôisusõandôforus,õbut it is about God andGodõsvision

and goodnessfor all people. In the days in which we live, it takes

courage,commitment, hope and faith to believeand live that way.

When it comesto the challengesof our presentday, whether those

be our own personalchallengesor the challengesof our time, there

are three things that I believeapply well to our faith and life. They

are: 1) StayConfident, 2) StayCalm, 3) StayInvested.

When we can stay confident in Godõspresencewith us in the midst

of all things; when we can stay calm in times of uncertainty and

challenge; and when we can stay invested in the faith that has

brought us this far, we will be able to ôstaythecourseõand continue

to be the church that grows in faith and reachesout with love for

eachother and our neighbors.

May good things continue to come out of our church and may we

staythe coursetogetherwith Godõshelp!

Jenny
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February 4-5 ð5th Weekend after the Epiphany
Psalm 112:1-9; Matthew 5:13-20 - A Dash of Salt and a Flicker of Light

We will share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion on this first weekend of February. On Saturday 

evening, we will come forward to receive and have the opportunity for anointing with oil for healing and 

wholeness. On Sunday, we will receive the Sacrament where we are seated. When we come forward to 

receive the Sacrament, we are taking the action to come to the table of Godõs grace. When the Sacrament 

is brought to us and in turn we serve one another, it symbolizes Jesus serving his disciples.

February 11-12 ð6th Weekend after the Epiphany/LOGOS Weekend
Our Senior High LOGOS youth will lead worship this weekend. It is always moving to have our youth 

lead us in worship and hear how they are experiencing God in their lives.

February 18-19 ð7th Weekend after the Epiphany
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23; Matthew 5:38-48 - Jesus Says the DarndestThings

February 25-26 ðTransfiguration of the Lord Weekend
Exodus 24:12-18; Matthew 17:1-9 - A Mountain of Meaning

Board of Ordained Ministry
The primary responsibility of the Wisconsin Board of Ordained Ministry is the enlistment,

recruitment and credentialingof ordained clergyòwithdue regardto the inclusive nature of the

Church.ó(Book of Discipline paragraph635).

The Board hasmade the following statementregarding its work in credentialing candidatesfor

ordainedministry. PastorJennyis a memberof the Wisconsin Board of Ordained Ministry.

After spendingmore than six hours in prayerful deliberation, the following statementwasedited

and adoptedby the Wisconsin Board of Ordained Ministry :

òThe Book of Discipline charges the Board of Ordained Ministry to ôrenew a culture of call in the church by 
giving strategic leadership.õ Discrimination interferes with our ability to respond fairly to all whom God calls 
to ministry. The Wisconsin Annual Conference Board of Ordained Ministry recognizes that our members, our 

Annual Conference, and The United Methodist Church are not of one mind about credentialing LGBTQ 
individuals.The Board holds all candidates to high standards for fitness, readiness and effectiveness in 

ministry. We do not consider sexual orientation and gender identity to be sufficient reasons, on their own, to 
deny Godõs call to ministry and they will not be considered in the evaluation of candidates by the Board of 

Ordained Ministry. Board members conscientiously and prayerfully examine each candidate. While the Board 
makes every effort to reach consensus, if we cannot, members may vote their conscience.ó
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Thegiving of our Apportionments(ôAPortion Meant forOthersõ)is alsoknown asour ConnectionalGiving
in The United Methodist Church and arenot somethingwe simpleôdo;õrather they reflect who we areas
United Methodists.

JohnWesley,our founderof Methodismis known to havesaid,òIlook on all the world asmy parish.óThe
world becomesour parishasUnited Methodist when we shareour financialgiving with the world through
our ConnectionalGivingéOur Apportionments.

òThemissionof the Church is to makedisciplesof JesusChrist for the transformationof the world.ó(The
UnitedMethodistBookofDiscipline)

òPayingApportionmentsis adecision,mademindfully andintentionally. It is apromisewe maketo showour
lovein action. It is anact of solidarity, proclaimingto the world that we areproud to beUnited Methodist;
proud to beconnectedin a synergisticway that allows us to do muchmoretogetherthan we cando alone.
PayingApportionmentsin full is rarely easyor simple,but few things of lasting valueare easyor simple.
Sacrificialandfaithful stewardshipstretchesusanddemandsa deeplevelof commitment. We chooseto give
generously. And we chooseto do sofreely,becausewe believein the powerof connectionalministry, blessed
by theHoly Spirit, to changetheworld!ó(takenfromApportionmentExplorationGuide).

Apportionmentsareanopportunity to showthe loveof Godto othersin averytangibleway. Togetherwe do
more than we could everdreamof doing aloneand this outreachingministry of love is groundedin our
generousgiving. Apportionmentgiving for eachlocalchurchis calculatedindividually basedon membership
andtotal churchexpenses,includingstaffcompensation,programmingexpensesandoperatingexpenses.

Our Apportionmentcommitmentin 2017is $111,696; basedon 862members,which is approximately$133.45
per memberfor the year. For 2016, we paid moretoward our Apportionment commitmentthan we havein
severalyears. We paid$77,547of our $105,612commitment;which is approximately73.5%.

ThankYoufor thewaysyoucansupporthow we areUnited Methodist throughour connectionalgiving!

On January 8, we offered our thanks to

Frank Gaylord for his years of ministry at SPUMC as our Director of Caring 

Ministries. The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is working on a 

replacement for Frank. In the meantime, many people are helping to continue 

the caring ministries Frank offered: The XYZ gatherings, Sunday evening 

chapel service, coordination of home communion servers and Friendly Visitors, 

Stephen Ministry and monthly worship services at senior living facilities 

including The Lighthouse, Prairie Gardens, Brookdale and Tall Grass. 

Thank You Frank!
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Accountable Leadership Board Model
Two yearsago,our ChurchCouncil votedto moveto what is calledanAccountableLeadershipBoardmodel

of doingministry together. With the transitionin pastorsin July of 2015, we pausedin implementingthenew

leadershipmodeluntil morecouldbelearnedandourpastoraltransitionwasmade.

We beganmoving toward the AccountableLeadershipadministrativemodel in 2016 and will be moving

further into this modelin 2017. With this leadershipmodel,theChurchCouncil becomesa LeadershipBoard

of approximately12 persons. It is a streamlinedmodel of ministry that allows the LeadershipBoard,along

with thepastorandstaff to give oversight,directionandpurposeto theprogramsandministriesof thechurch.

TheLeadershipBoardcoordinatesthefunctionsof severalof our committeeswith theintentionof reducingthe

numberof meetingsneededto conductthe administrativebusinessof the church. The hands-on ministry is

doneby ñteamsòwhoseresponsibilitieswill be to do ministry, suchas the OutreachTeam,the Hospitality

Team,the TrusteesTeam,etc. This leadershipmodel holds the missionof the churchas primary and puts

largernumbersof peoplein ministry.

There will be time allotted at each LeadershipBoard meeting for spiritual formation. Membersof the

LeadershipBoardareto beintentionallygrowingin faith,aswell assettinganexamplefor thecongregation.

Miscellaneous Items

òHope Is Our Futureó
ñAndGod is able to provide you with every blessingin abundance,so that by always having enoughof

everything,you mayshareabundantlyin everygoodwork.ò--2 Corinthians9:8

Our annual2017stewardshipcampaignandour 3-yearHopeIs Our Futurebuildingcampaignhasreflectedon

our giving Godandtheabundantblessingswe know in our lives andin our life togetherat SunPrairieUMC.

Giving is really what life is about. Whenwe believeeverythingwe haveis a gift from God, we give out of

gratitudeto God.

Everyday,lives aretouchedandheartsarestirredaspeopleuseour churchfacility andalsoanswerGodôscall

to bein ministry in manydifferentways. This is why we cansaythathopeis our future.

At this importanttime in thelife of our ministry,we needyour support. Together,our commitmentswill make

a transformingdifferencein 2017andmoving into the future. The Hope Is Our Futurecampaignboughtin

approximately$505,000 in pledgesand upfront financial gifts. What this meansis that we will be able to

replacetheroof on theolderportionof thechurchbuilding in thespringandcancontinueto meetour monthly

building mortgageof $11,628. Our gifts will helpin payingdownour $1.5 million mortgage,but we will need

to continueto invite gifts toward our Hope Is Our Future building fund and likely needto have another

buildingdebtreductioncampaignin threeyears.

Thankyou to all thosewho havegiven to the building fund andour annualstewardship. Your gift makesa

tremendousdifference!If you havenot returnedyour pledgecardsfor the2017annualstewardshipandthe3-

yearHopeIs Our Futurebuildingcampaign,we thankyou for returningthosecardsto thechurchoffice. If you

havemisplacedyourcardsor donothavecards,you maypick cardsup in thechurchoffice.

It is a privilegeto serve,worshipandbein ministrytogether!
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Book Review: The Horse Boy
Written by: Rupert Isaacson

Reviewed by: Patricia Harrington 

My book review this month is on the book named

òTheHorse Boyó,written by Rupert Isaacson.

This book was recommended to me by Ross --

thank you! And since it was about autism and

horses(two of my interests),I thought it would be

interesting to try. The book is about a father's

determinedand desperatesearchfor somemethod

to help heal his son of his intense autistic

behaviors. After the author and his wife try every

possible therapy available to them, only to see

their young son'sbehavior becomemore and more

beyond control, they decide on an extreme

measure: a trek through Mongolia by horsebackto

visit local shamans. Isaacsonhad observedthat his

son'sbehavior had temporarily improved when he

was around horses and he had responded to

shamansat a world gathering. So he and his wife

decided on the extreme measure of traveling to

Mongolia, hiring a guide and horses,and setting

off into the wildernesswith their son to find and

engageshamansto help their little boy.

This was a fascinatingbook on severallevels. It is

well written (the author has written travel guides

and other books). As a father of a severelynon-

functioning child, his descriptions of his son's

condition arehonest,heartfelt and agonizing. As a

travel adventureof immensedifficulty (two weeks

on horseswith an autistic child with NONE of the

apparatusof civilization that we take for granted),

it is page-turning. And as an account of a father's

faith that something,anything canhelp his child, it

is awesome. What a tremendous journey to take

on faith alone. In the end, it is an uplifting book

(the boy's behavioral control does improve

drastically) about the strength of belief and acting

on that belief.

Page 5

Garage Sale
The GarageSale is a great way to do Good for

your Community. Why do we repeatedly

remind you to sort through your treasuresand

bring them to the SPUMC Garage Sale?We

remind you becausethe proceedsfrom the sale

do so much good for our church, our

community and our world! Last year we gave

over $13,500 to so many worthwhile causesthat

included:

Locally : The Sun Prairie Food Pantry, Shop

with a Cop, DAIS, VA Hospital Vern Piper

Fund, Humane Society, Adopt Me Forever,

Leftover jeans were donated to a woman who

makes backpacksand fills them with items for

homelesspeople,andJoeõsBrat Stand was able

to raiseover $1,000for Shelterfrom the Storm.

SPUMC: Stephen Ministries, Relay for Life,

Building Fund, Camp Scholarships, College

Scholarships, LOGOS, Church Nursery and

SPNSNursery School.

Beyond our Community : Heifer and UMCOR

DisasterRelief.

All leftover items were donated to EasterSeals

and St. Vincents.

You might think of your garagesale items as

òjunkó,but look at what it does! Pleasetake

thesecold winter months and spendsome time

looking through your items. If it no longer

brings you joy, pleaseconsider giving it to the

church garagesale so that we can bring joy to

those who are lessfortunate. And, it will bring

you joy to live with lessitems and give to others

in need!

The church garagesaleis Friday and Saturday,

May 5 and 6th. You can drop off your items

Sunday, April 30th and until noon on May 4th.

If you have any questions, contact Deb

Mulhern (575-1465) or Pam Girard (846-4008).



Fellowship ServersNeeded!
We are in needof more people to be on a team

to serveFellowship Time on Sunday mornings

betweenservices!This is an easycommitment -

just once every 4-6 weeks. Individuals can sign

up to be on a team, or groupswithin our church

are also encouraged to sign up! If you are

interestedin finding out more about helping out

in this ministry contact Deb Mulhern at 837-

5554, ext 106or dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org.

Join us for Breakfast!
Join us between worship services on Sunday,

February 26th for breakfastand fellowship! This

Sunday, we will be serving more than "donuts"

and we encourageeveryonefrom both servicesto

meetat Fellowship time (in-betweenservices)for

a deliciousbreakfastand time together!

Nursery Specialist Opening
We are hiring for our Nursery Team. We are

looking for an individual to help provide carein

our church nursery part time. Hours will vary

each week, you must be available some

weeknights and you may need to fill in during

worship serviceson Saturday eveningsfrom 5-

6:00 pm and Sundaymornings from 8:30 am to

12:00 pm.

If you are interested in applying, pleaseemail

your cover letter and resumeto the Director of

Christian Education, Amanda Hinthorn at:

ahinthorn@sunprairieumc.org. You can also

mail these items to: Sun Prairie UMC, Attn :

Amanda Hinthorn , 702 North Street, Sun

Prairie WI 53527.

SPUMC Picture Display!
We are working on a display with pictures of

things happening in our church over the years.

Does anyone have a wedding picture from the

1960's or 70's that shows our old sanctuary?If

so,pleasecontactDeb Mulhern at:

dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org

Dining Out Event
Our next dining out event will be on Saturday,

February 18th at 6:30 pm at Panda Garden

Restaurant, 922 Windsor Street in Sun Prairie.

Please call reservations to the church office

by Wednesday, February 15th. All adult friends

and memberswelcome.

Selling Girl Scout Cookies?
We are hoping to purchaseGirl Scout Cookies

for our receptionon ScoutSunday. If you havea

Scout who is selling cookies, pleasehave them

contact Deb Mulhern and she will purchase a

box from any Scouts who asks! 608-837-5554,

ext. 106or dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org.

Lenten Devotional Book
We will once again write our own Lenten

Devotional Book for the 40-Days of Lent. We

invite you to considerbeing a devotional writer.

Each daily devotional will be approximately 150

words with a short prayer at the end of each

devotion.

If you would like to write a devotion, please

contact Pastor Jenny. You will be given

suggestedScripture passagesand helpful guide-

lines for writing your devotion.

Lent beginswith Ash Wednesdayon March 1st

and endswith Easteron April 16th.

Save the Date ðLent Begins
The seasonof Lent beginsWednesday,March 1st

with Ash Wednesday. We will worship at 7:00

pm, sharing the sacramentof Holy Communion

and the imposition of ashes.
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Do you like to help others in need? Do you have an interest in doing local mission 

work? Want to learn more about the many mission projects that SPUMC is active 

in? If so, we would love to have you join our Outreach Team in 2017! Our next 

meeting is March 6th at 6:00 pm. For more information, please contact Lisa Wink.

j

SunshineSupper
Four times a year, our church volunteerscook and servethe meal at SunshineSupper. Our church just

servedat SunshineSupperon Monday, January 16th. Thank you to the many volunteerswho donated

food, helpedto cook and serveand provided warm hospitality on awinterõsnight.

Loose Coin Offering
Our First Quarter Loose Coins Offering will benefit the Sun Prairie Home Mission Fund, which is

coordinatedby the Sun Prairie Area Ministry (SPAM). This fund will assistfolks in the community who

needhelp with rent and utilities to stayin their homes.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 22nd for our

fourth annual Faith In Action!

This Saturday morning work time gives volunteers

the opportunity to provide hands-on support for local

organizations. A variety of work settings and tasks

areofferedfor all agesand skill levels.

This is a great way to have an impact on our Sun

Prairie community and to do local missionwork.

Faith in Action
Saturday

Habitat for Humanity
Habitat held a Faith Build Blessingon January 28th to celebrateahomeõscompletion. New work dates

will besetin the next few months and we will needworkersto help completeour pledgedwork hours.

SecondSaturdaySuppers
Every secondSaturday of the month, after worship, a free meal is

offeredto anyonewho wishesto partake.

Pizza and salad are served, and individuals and families have an

opportunity to meetothers,enjoy fellowship and receivea hot meal.

Volunteershelp to setup the mealand cleanup afterwards.

Page 7



Page 8

Confirmand: JordanTaylorHogg
I wouldliketo introducemyconfirmand,JordanTaylorHogg. Jordanwasbornin MadisonWisconsin. Shehasa little

brother,Tyler. Shealsohasa cat,Bentlyandusedtohavea dog,Jaker. Sheisverymusicalandplaystheclarinet,alto

saxophone,flute,ukulele,pianoandis learningguitar. Historyandbiologyareherfavoriteclasses. Shelovesto learn

aboutthebodyandhowitworks. WhenshegrowsupshewantstobeasurgeonorsomekindofDoctor.

JordansaidñI liketothinkaboutGodandmyrelationshipwithGodis importanttome. I liketoprayandtalktoGoda lot

onmyown. I alsolikethethoughtthatGodisoutthereguidingusandthateverythinghappensfora reason. I alsogoto

Christiancampeverysummerandit'sprobablymyfavoriteplaceonearthbecauseof howeveryoneloveseachother

andcomestogethertocelebrateGod.òHerfaithcontinuestoimpressme! Jordanfeelsthatthebiggestchallengefitting

teenagersin today'sworldis howeveryoneis sojudgmentalandhasall theseinsecurities. Therearealsoallkindsof

thingslikeanxietyanddepressionthatiscausedbystress. Also,rightnowinsocietybeingdifferentisallofasuddenok

likeallofthedifferentsexualities,butatthesametimepeoplearealljudgmentalandwanttofit in. Andit'sjustweirdnot

beingakidbutnotbeinganadult. Basicallybeingateenagerintoday'sworldsucks. --AmyDavidson

JordanõsConfirmationMentor: AmyDavidson
Myconfirmationmentoris AmyDavidson. Shewasbornin DesMoines,Iowaandhasbeenmarriedto herhusband

Kirbyfor31years. Shealsohasa daughter,Malloryandhada son,Ryan. Thescariestthingthathaseverhappenedto

herwaswhenhersonwasdiagnosedwithcancerandthebestthingthathaseverhappenedtoherisherfamily.

AmyhasnotalwaysbeenUnitedMethodistandgrewupintheDisciplesofChristChurch. ShebecameMethodistwhen

herfamilymovedfromIowato Virginiaandtherewasn'ta Discipleschurchin thearea. Shelikesthefeelingof the

churchcommunityandthefriendsshehasmadeatchurch. ShealsodescribesGodasloving,forgivingandmercifuland

hopestopassherfaithontoothers. Amy'sgiftsandstrengthasa personis thatsheis a goodlistener,a faithfulfriend

anda lovingcaregiver. As I go throughmyconfirmation,I amgladI haveAmyto helpmegrowin my faithand

strengthenmyrelationshipwithGod. --JordanHogg

Confirmand: Lexi Lind
It is mypleasureto introduceyouto myconfirmand,LexiLind. Lexiis a 9th graderat CardinalHeightsUpperMiddle

School,andis thedaughterof PaulandDeAnnaLind. Lexiis a veryintelligentandcreativeperson,whohasa great

senseof humorandoftenmakesmelaugh!Sheenjoyssketchinganddrawingandis nota bigfanof havingto do

outdooractivities.

Lexi'sfavoritepartof SunPrairieUnitedMethodistChurchis thepeople,becauseeveryoneis soawesome!Shefeels

thatGodisa friendthatprovidesa moralcompassforourlives. I amsohonoredtohavethisopportunitytowalkbeside

Lexiduringthistimeofspiritualgrowthasshebeginstodeepenherfaithandfindherplaceasa memberofSPUMC. --

MalloryDavidson

Lexiõs Confirmation Mentor: Mallory Davidson
Myawesomementoris MalloryDavidson. Shehashadtheopportunitytogoonmultiplecruises. Bothcruiseswerein

theCaribbeanandshewouldlovetogoback. Morespecificallyshewouldliketogobackto theislandBarbados. She

wentonbothcruiseswithhergiantboyfriendMichael. I haveneverhadthechancetohavea conversationwithhim,but

heseemsnice. It is reallycoolhowMallorytakestimeoutof herdayto comeandmentorme!Shehasanawesome

senseofhumorand,inmyopinion,is thebestmentorI couldhavehad. Shehasalreadytaughtmesomuch. Icanôtwait

tospendmoreepicWednesdayswithherandatthechurch!--LexiLind
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M & MõsGroup
M&M's next bible study will start on 2/ 9/ 17 at

6:30 pm. We will be reading the book "Twelve

Extraordinary Women: How God Shaped

Women of the Bible, and What He Wants to Do

with Youóby John McArthur . Here is a

description of the contentsof the book and a link

for more information from Amazon.

Celebratedfor their courage, vision, hospitality,

and spiritual giftedness,it's no wonder women

were so important to God's plan revealedin the

Old and New Testaments. It wasn't their natural

qualities that made thesewomen extraordinary,

but the power of the one true God whom they

worshippedand served.

In Twelve Extraordinary Women, you'll learn

more than fascinating information about these

women, you'll discover (perhaps for the first

time), the unmistakable chronology of God's

redemptive work in history through their lives.

These women were not ancillary to His plan,

they wereat the very heartof it .

For more information about M & Mõsgroup,

pleasecontactLisa Wink or Lori Vavrus.

Relay for Life
We know itõsonly January but warmer weather

will beherebeforewe know it. And with warmer

weather comes Sun Prairieõsannual Relay for

Life on July 14th from 5:00 pm to midnight.

SPUMC has formed a Relay for Life team and

we would like you to be a part of it . Almost

everyone has been touched by cancer in some

way, either asa survivor, caregiveror the lossof

a loved one. Pleasehelp us raise awarenessand

continue the fight againstcancer.

This yearõstheme is Paint the Prairie Purple!

Come out for a fun evening of food, games,

fellowship and lots of walking. There will alsobe

the traditional luminaria ceremony, which

provides a wonderful way to honor those we

have lost and celebratethose who have won the

fight. Any questions,pleasecontact Lisa Wink .

To join our team or make a donation, pleasego

to:

http://main.acsevents.org/goto/SPUMC

Books Between Bites
Join us for Books BetweenBites, a book review

and luncheonon Thursday, February9th at 12:00

pm atGusõDiner in Sun Prairie. Lunch includes

soup, sandwich and a beverageand the cost is

just $8.00.

Terry Twedell will be our presenterand shewill

review the book òWinterGardenóby Kristin

Hannah. Can a woman ever really know herself

if shedoesn'tknow her mother?From the author

of the smash-hit bestsellerFirefly Lane and True

Colors comes a powerful, heartbreaking novel

that illuminates the intricate mother-daughter

bond and explores the enduring links between

the present and the past. PleaseRSVP to the

church office by Wednesday,February8th.

Lent Study
Join us for our Lent studyòRediscoveringJesus

for Ourselvesóas we explore the four Gospelsin

the New Testament. Bert Lohr will lead the class

through the beginning of Disciple Fast Track -

New Testament and focus on Jesus and the

Gospels.

This is a five-week class beginning the week

of March 6th. The classon Monday eveningsis

at 6:30 pm and Wednesdaysis at 12:00 pm.

Cost for the classis $15.00. For more information

or to register for the class, please contact Lisa

Wink at: lisa@sunprairieumc.org.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1400280281/ref=ox_sc_act_title_1?ie=UTF8&psc=1&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER
http://main.acsevents.org/goto/SPUMC
mailto:lisa@sunprairieumc.org
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Bob Eby

Avalon Assisted Living

2879 Fish Hatchery Rd #203, Madison, WI 53713
Nancy Trowbridge:

Belmont Nursing & Rehabilitation, 

110 Belmont Road, Madison WI 53714

Fran Augustine, Don Thompson, Bob Stutzman:

Brookdale, 650 Broadway Drive, 

Sun Prairie WI 53590

Meryl Turek:

Columbia Health Care, 323 W Monroe Street,

Wyocena WI 53969

Jeanne Putnam:

Faith Garden, 35 Tower Drive, 

Sun Prairie WI 53590

Mary Jordan:

Highland House, 161 Goehl Road, 

Waterloo WI 53594

Suellen Lamb

Hyland Crossings, 1249 School Street

Sun Prairie, WI 53590

Please Pray for our members in the military:
Brett Ackerbauer, Andrew Adkins, Brad Adkins, Josh Konopacki, Abe Rossmiller, Ben 

Rossmiller, Jack Rossmiller, Jordan Sexton, Erik Thomasgard and Alex Weddle 

Dorothy Duerst, Esther Gerber, Sharon Peters:

Hyland Park of Sun Prairie, 881 Liberty Blvd,

Sun Prairie WI 53590

Cecil & Bernadine Smith, Cynthia Mansfield, 

Leona Nichols, Peg Janke, Doris Johnson, John & 

Mary Lou Schneiter:

The Lighthouse of Sun Prairie, 222 S Bristol St.,

Sun Prairie WI 53590

Eleanor Campbell:

Marla Vista Manor, 1006 N Military Avenue,

Green Bay WI 54303

Bonnie Laviron, Ursula Kauppinen:

Prairie Gardens, 900 OõKeefe Avenue

Sun Prairie WI 53590

Pete & Dottie Pohlman, Florence Murphy:

Sun Prairie Health Center, 228 W Main Street,

Sun Prairie WI 53590

Carol Jensen:

Willows Nursing Home, 41 Rickel Road,

Sun Prairie WI 53590:

Please Pray for our Homebound members:

to our Members 80+

HappyXYZ (eXtra Years of Zest)
XYZ will meet February 21st at 11:00 am. Our program in

February is the one we all hoped for in November &

January!Dianne Moller, Director of HoosõsWoods Raptor

Center, will bring with her three or four birds (probably a

falcon, hawk, owl or eagle). Becausethere is a significant

fee for this program, we will have an offering basketout

and ask that you might contribute toward the cost

($5/person would be nice, but pleasedo not stay away if

that is more than you can contribute!) The program is at

11:00 am and will be followed by lunch at noon.

Reservations for lunch are needed by Friday, February

17th. It helps so much in planning the meal if you are

prompt in letting usknow you intend to join us!

February 1

Carol Fisher

February 26 

Norma Swanson

Birthday!
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What exactly is 

Stephen Ministry? 
More than 12,000 congregationshave StephenMinistryñrepresentingover 170 denominations, all 50

states, all 10 Canadian provinces and 29 other countries have Stephen Ministry . Many of these

congregationshavehad StephenMinistry going for more than 30 years.

StephenMinistry is a ministry in our congregationin which trained and supervisedlay people, called

StephenMinisters, provide one-to-oneChristian careto individuals facing life challengesor difficulties.

Who is Involved?
StephenLeadersare the ones who overseeand direct our StephenMinistry . They recruit, select, train,

organize and superviseour StephenMinisters, identify people in need of care and match them with a

StephenMinister. We havefive StephenLeaders. They arePat Harper, Bonnie Kott, Dave Heinle, Mike

McGaffin and Herb Quandt. Our StephenLeadersarealsoStephenMinisters.

StephenMinisters are the caregivers. They have completed 50 hours of initial training in Christian

caregiving, including general topics such as listening, feelings, boundaries, assertivenessand using

Christian resources in caregiving. In addition, their training covered specialized topics such as

ministering to the divorced,hospitalized,bereavedand aging.

StephenLeadersand StephenMinisters participate in continuing education and supervisiontwice each

month. We currently have ten Stephen Ministers in addition to the five leaders: They are JoAnne

Berschet, Doug Disch, Frank Gaylord, Cheri Hiller, Dick Jellings, Barb Mathiot , Laura Meixner,

Connie Meyer, Barb Nelson and Lil Quandt.

What do Stephen Ministers do?
StephenMinisters arecaring Christian friends who listen, understand,accept,and pray for and with care

receiverswho are working through a crisis or a tough time. StephenMinisters are not counselors; they

are trained lay caregivers. Their role is to listen and careðnot to give advice or counsel. Stephen

Ministers arealso trained to recognizewhen a carereceiverõsneedexceedswhat they can provide. When

that happensthey work with carereceiversto help them receivethe level of carethey really need.

We are blessedhere at Sun Prairie United Methodist Church to have Lead Pastor Jenny. She is also a

StephenLeaderand StephenMinister.

If you would like more information about this ministry, pleasecontact Pastor Jenny, or any of our

StephenMinisters.



Heart of the Church Night
Members of our church family who are 55

and better are invited to join us for

elementary family time at LOGOS on

Wednesday,February15th.

Join us for dinner as we celebrateyou, the

heart of our church. Postcard invitations

should havearrived in the mail.

PleaseRSVP by Wednesday,February 8th to

Amanda Hinthorn at:

ahinthorn@sunprairieumc.org

Calendar and Themes
02/ 01/ 17 SuperBowl Night

Dressin your favorite team'sgear

02/ 08/ 17 Winter Wonderland

Wear your P.J.õs

02/ 11/ 17 Sr. High LOGOS Worship

Weekend

02/ 15/ 17 Heart of the Church Night

Wear Red

02/ 22/ 17 Under the Big Top

Wear your LOGOS Shirt

Church School Schedule & Lessons

Family Sledding Outing
Weather permitting we will have a family sledding

outing on Saturday, February 11th from 10:00 am to

12:00 noon. We will meet at Carriage Hills Park in

SunPrairie. Pleasebring your sleds.

We will watch the weather and keepfamilies posted

if this eventchanges.

02/04/17 No Church School, 

Family Worship & Communion

02/05/17 The Sower: Luke 8:4-15

02/11/17 No Church School, 

LOGOS Sr. High Worship

02/12/17 The Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25-37

02/18/17 The Stories of the Lost: Luke 15:3-10

02/19/17 The Stories of the Lost: Luke 15:3-10

02/25/17 The Forgiving Father: Luke 15:11-32

02/26/17 The Forgiving Father: Luke 15:11-32

Christian Education
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Support the SPUMC 

Colorado Experience
Mark your calendarfor Monday, February6th and let Pizza Ranchdo the cooking! The ColoradoExperience

(LOGOsGenOnconference)is a faith-basedexperiencewhererelationshipswith Godarediscovered,exploredand

deepened. To supportthiseventsimply dineoutatPizzaRanchonMonday,February6th between4 and8:00pm.

Youth and adultsattendingthe Experiencewill be thereto greetyou, bus your tablesand cleanup for the next

guests. A portion of the salesandall of the tips comebackto the church!Be sureto tell your friends,family and

neighborsabouttheevent.

Extra-curricular Activities
Is your child(ren) in sports,dramaclub or otherextra-curricularactivities?If so,pleaselet AutumnHartmanknow.

Autumnwould love to comeoutandsupportyour child(ren) at theirevents.

Help make us (S)MILE! 
From now until May, we will be selling (S)MILES to help supportour 2017Mission Experienceto Marvell, AR.

(S)MILES representthe many miles we haveto go on our trip. Each(S)MILE cost $5. We hopeyou consider

sponsoringmorethanone(S)MILE, aswehavea journeyof 1,460miles. Your supportmeanssomuchto us!

You canpurchasea(S)MILE with theform in your bulletinor by donatingonlineat thefollowing link:

http://sunprairieumc.org/children-and-youth/#1470768642853-7fb73f02-04d3. Thankyou!!

Youth Group Names Needed
Haveyou everwanteda cool namefor the youth group(s)at SunPrairieUMC? Now is your chanceto addsome

input! Pleasefill out the form found on our websiteunderYouth Ministries, by March 1st. Make sureyou havea

Bible versethat ties into thename. It canbeanyversethatmakesyou think, is your favorite, remindsyou of your

group,etc. After March1st , a few nameswill bepickedandeachgroupwill getto voteon theonetheywant.

You are invited to
Scout Sunday

Sunday, February 19, 2017

We invite all Boy ScoutsandGirl Scoutsto join us at SunPrairieUnited MethodistChurchat the 8:30 am

servicesothatwe canrecognizeyou andthegoodthatScoutsdo in ourcommunity,ourstateandourcountry!

All Scoutsshouldarrive in uniform by 8:15 a.m. After worshipwe invite theScoutsandtheir families to join

usfor FellowshipTimewherewe will havecake,donutsandbeverages.

At 9:45, we haveSundaySchoolandanychildrenages3 through5th gradearewelcometo attendif theywould

like, but this is optional. Otherwise,fellowshiptimegoesuntil 10:30.

Patcheswill behandedout to Scoutsin attendance.
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DECEMBER GIVING

General Fund 62,068.91 

First Mile Giving 4,395.29 

Missions 1,783.00 

BUDGET UPDATE THROUGH DECEMBER 2016

Total 2016 

Budget

Total Funds 

Anticipated to Date

Total Funds

Recõd to Date

Total 

Expenses

Over/

Under

656,846.00 656,846.00 652,440.24 638,614.33 13,825.91

TOTAL 2016 APPORTIONMENTS

Total 2016 Apportionments
Budget 

to Date

Actuals

Paid

Over/

Under

105,612.00 105,612.00 77,547.00 -28,065.00

DECEMBER ATTENDANCE

Date Sat. 8:30 10:45 Total

Dec. 3 & 4 110 141 75 326

Dec. 10 & 11 93 ? 82

Dec. 17 & 18 UNKNOWN

Dec. 24 & 25 957 82 1039

Average December Attendance:

Funds Received 66,464.20 

Funds Needed 54,737.17 

Difference 11,727.03 

SPUMC BUILDING MORTGAGE UPDATE

Mortgage Principal 

Balance

Monthly Mortgage 

Payment

SPUMC Bldg 

Fund Balance

SPUMC Foundation 

Bldg Fund Balance

$1,456,850.93 $11,627.93 $62,124.11 $17,301.37
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Wedding

JANUARY 21:

Joseph Tatar & Raquel Garcia

Deaths

DECEMBER 24:

Wally Monthie, Rod Monthieõsfather

JANUARY 14:

Sara Lewin



Wednesday, February 1
12:00 Bible Basics
4:30 LOGOS
6:30 Confirmation
7:00 Chancel Choir

Thursday, February 2
6:30 Praise Band Rehearsal

Saturday, February 4
Communion Weekend
5:00 Worship

Sunday, February 5
8:30 Worship
9:45 Church School
9:45 Singing Churchmen 

Rehearsal
9:45 Treble Tones Rehearsal

10:45 Worship
1:00 Laramie Project 

Rehearsal

Monday, February 6
4:00 Colorado trip fundraiser

@ Pizza Ranch
6:30 Laramie Project Rehearsal
6:30 Disciple Fast Track

Tuesday, February 7
10:00 Staff meeting
6:30 Prayer Circle

Wednesday, February 8
9:30 Bible Story Hour

10:00 Worship at Prairie Garden
2:00 Worship at Brooke Dale
4:30 LOGOS
6:30 Confirmation
7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, February 9
10:00 Worship at Tall Grass
12:00 Books Between Bites
6:30 Praise Band Rehearsal
6:30 Stephen Ministry
6:30 M & M Bible Study

Saturday, February 11
10:00 Family Sledding Event
5:00 Worship
5:15 Church School
6:00 SecondSaturdaySupper 

Sunday, February 12
8:30 Worship
9:30 Blood Pressure Screening
9:45 Church School
9:45 Singing Churchmen Rehearsal
9:45 Treble Tones Rehearsal

10:45 Worship
1:00 Laramie Project Rehearsal
5:30 Prayer Service

Monday, February 13
10:00 Knit~Crochet~Pray
2:00 Worship at The Lighthouse
6:30 Laramie Project Rehearsal
6:30 Disciple Fast Track

Tuesday, February 14
10:00 Staff meeting

Wednesday, February 15
4:30 LOGOS
6:30 Confirmation
7:00 Chancel Choir

Thursday, February 16
6:30 Stephen Ministry
6:30 Praise Band Rehearsal

Saturday, February 18
5:00 Worship
5:15 Church School
6:30 Dining Out Group 

@ Panda Garden

Sunday, February 19
8:30 Worship
9:45 Church School
9:45 Singing Churchmen Rehearsal
9:45 Treble Tones Rehearsal

10:45 Worship
1:00 Laramie Project Rehearsal

Monday, February 20
6:30 Laramie Project Rehearsal
6:30 Disciple Fast Track

Tuesday, February 21
10:00 Staff Meeting
11:00 XYZ
6:30 Prayer Circle

Wednesday, February 22
9:30 Bible Story Hour
4:30 LOGOS
6:15 Sweet Assurance Rehearsal
6:30 Confirmation
7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, February 23
6:30 Stephen Ministry
6:30 Praise Band Rehearsal
6:30 M & M Bible Study

Saturday, February 25
5:00 Worship
5:15 Church School

Sunday, February 26
8:30 Worship
9:45 Church School
9:45 Singing Churchmen Rehearsal
9:45 Treble Tones Rehearsal
9:45 Brunch Between Worship

10:45 Worship
1:00 Laramie Project Rehearsal
5:30 Prayer Service

Monday, February 27
10:00 Knit~Crochet~Pray
6:30 Laramie Project Rehearsal
6:30 Disciple Fast Track
7:00 Family Ministries

Tuesday, February 28
6:15 Sweet Assurance Rehearsal
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