
PASTORôS PONDERINGS  ð 
 

ñWhen Jesus came to Galilee, the Galileans wel-
comed him....ò  --John 4:45a 
 

Our SPUMC mission is to ñinvite and welcome 
people to be committed and compassionate fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ, through worship, spiritual 
growth, fellowship, and service to others.ò  We 

have also named that ñOur welcome knows no 
boundaries.ò   
 

With the summer winding down, September is a good time to be thinking 

in perhaps more intentional ways about our inviting and welcoming; espe-
cially new people among us, and those who may have been away from the 

church for a while.   
 

Many people base their decision to visit a church or come back to a church 

on relationships and first impressions.  Those relationship and first impres-
sions may be from people they know and trust who have invited them, and 

people already in the church that extend a genuine welcome and offer hos-
pitality.  
 

When visitors or those who have not been to church for some time walk 

through our church doors, the welcoming effort is just beginning.  I invite 

us to remember the ñFive Second Rule.ò  Not the five seconds we joke 
about that you have to pick up something edible that has fallen on the 

floor, but the five second rule to speak a greeting or word of welcome to 
anyone that comes within five feet of you.   
 

Just think of the difference it would make if we followed this five second 

rule in church instead of waiting or holding back on extending a greeting.  

Each day we can be thankful for hospitality that comes our way.  And as a 
response to Godôs love coming to us through others, we can look for ways 

to show welcome and hospitality to others.  
 

So, letôs try to think more about the ófive second ruleô in our greeting and 
welcoming of one anotheréfive seconds to greet anyone within five feet of 

you, whether you know them or not.  Remembering to wear your name 
tag will also help in extending our welcome and effort to learn each otherôs 

names. 
 

Welcome! 

Jenny 

SEPTEMBER SERMONS 
 

September 5 -6 

Psalm 125 
James 2:1-10, 14-17 

ñA Living Faithò  

 
September 12 -13  

Proverbs 1:20-33 
James 3:1-12 

ñBlessing and Cursingò 

 
September 19 -20  

Psalm 1 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8A 

ñDraw Near to Godò 

 
September 26 -27  

Psalm 124 
Mark 9:38-50 

ñRoad Blocks and Stepping Stonesò  

Sept 2015 
Vol. XII Ŀ No. 9 

Our worship services are aired on KSUN-12, digital channel 983 and basic 

cable channel 98, Sundays at 11:00am. 

The Mission of the Sun Prairie United Methodist Church is to invite and welcome people to be committed and compassionate 

followers of Jesus Christ, through worship, through spiritual growth, through fellowship, through service to others.  

THE  CALLER  

Pastor Jenny / Sermons 1 

Communion and Sacraments 2 

Outreach News / Sunshine Supper 3 

Connecting Ministries 4 

Bible Studies / Piano Fund / Music 5 

Grace Cafe 6 

Caring Ministries 7 

Prayer List / Stephen Ministry 8 

Childrenôs Ministries / LOGOS 9 

Records Page 10 

Calendar Page 11 

Staff Page 12 

In This Issue  



Page 2                             THE CALLER            Sept., 2015 

 

SHARING  IN  THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION -  
 

ñThen he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, óThis is 
my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remem-
brance of me.ô  And he did the same with the cup after 
supper.ò  --Luke 22:19-20 

 
Our children, youth, and families 

are a vital part of our growing 

ministry and we want to give 
every opportunity for our chil-

dren, youth, and families to par-
ticipate in the full life of the 

church, including worship and 

the Sacraments.  In The United 
Methodist Church (UMC), we 

name Baptism and Communion 
as our Sacraments, believing 

Jesus participated in both these 
means of Godôs grace.  Much 

about the Sacraments is mystery 

that can never be fully under-
stood, but are a means to know-

ing and appreciating Godôs 
grace. 
 

In The UMC, we baptize at any age, but emphasize 

infant baptism because of our understanding that 

Godôs grace, what John Wesley called Prevenient 
Grace, comes before we even know who God is.  We 

also celebrate an open Communion table because of 
our understanding that the elements of bread and cup 

are gifts from God that we take in remembering Je-

sus.  Christ gave the bread and cup to us as a tangible 
gift and promise that we abide with Christ and he 

abides with us.  One of the reasons we use grape juice 
in The UMC is so children and youth may participate in 

the taking of Communion.   
 

In order for our children to have the opportunity to 

fully participate in the Sacrament of Communion, we 
will not be having Childrenôs Church during the Satur-

day or Sunday worship services on the first weekends 
of the month beginning in September.  We will contin-

ue to have 9:45 am Church School on Sundays.  It is 

our hope that children and youth will worship with their 
families and share together in Communion.  Of course, 

having children share in Communion always remains at 
the discretion of the parents.  
 

Children will be learning about Communion in Sunday 

school and LOGOS, and youth will be studying the gift 

of the Sacraments as part of Confirmation.  We also 
plan to offer a class on the Sacraments open to every-

one to learn more about the theology, history, and gift 
of the Sacraments in The UMC sometime in the spring. 

ANOINTING  FOR HEALING  AND  WHOLENESS 
 

Anointing in the life of the Christian Church has a long 

history.  It has been practiced as a way of setting peo-
ple apart as prophets and kings in ancient times and as 

a balm to consecrate sacred objects and for healing.   
 

In Scripture, we hear about anointing in such texts as 

the 23rd Psalm where we hear the words, ñThou 
anointest my head with oil.ò  In James 5:14-16, are the 

words, ñAre any among you sick?  They should call for 
the elders of the church and have them pray over 
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.ò 
 

Anointing a person with oil is an action that focuses 

the mind and spirit of an individual to be open to Godôs 
presence and as a reminder of Godôs goodness.  

Anointing can be a meaningful way for people to expe-
rience Godôs healing presence in their lives. 
 

We will offer anointing when we come forward to re-
ceive communion at the front of the sanctuary.  A per-

son may choose to come for anointing after receiving 
communion.  When a person comes for anointing, the 

pastor will ask, ñDo you come on behalf of yourself or 

another person?ò  The person responds and then the 
pastor dips her thumb in the oil and makes the sign of 

the cross on the personôs forehead or hand.  While do-
ing this, the pastor offers a prayer of healing.  The in-

dividual then returns to their seat in the congregation.  
 

If you come on behalf of another person, you may 

wish to let that person know that you have shared in 
this act on their behalf.  
 

Anointing is not ñmagic.ò  It is part of a healing minis-

try.  Anointing is a way we invite God to be present in 
our lives.  Anointing helps persons open themselves to 

the Spirit of God as they seek Godôs presence to bring 

healing and wholeness in their lives. 

SERVING  OF COMMUNION  
There are a variety of ways to serve the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion.  We will begin alternating how Com-

munion is served from month to month.  In Septem-

ber, we will receive Communion in the pews, and then 
the following month come forward for Communion by 

intinction.  When we are served the Sacrament where 
we are seated, it is a symbol of being served by Christ 

from the table of Godôs grace, and we, in turn, serve 

one another.  In coming forward for Communion, we 
are taking an action to come to the table of Godôs 

grace to receive the Sacrament.  When we come for-
ward for Communion, our Stephen Ministers will be our 

servers, and we will also have the opportunity for 
anointing with oil if desired.  

saintfrancisdesalestucson.org  

http://saintfrancisdesalestucson.org
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C  S  N 
 
We've decided to save a bit of money and switch to a 
quarterly system of sending out contribution state-
ments, instead of monthly.  However, if at any time you 
have a question about your pledge or your contribu-
tions, please don't hesitate to contact me at 
prush@sunprairieumc.org or at my home phone 837-
7264.    I would be remiss if I didn't take this opportuni-
ty to thank all of you for the fine job you do of not only 
using your envelopes most of the time, but also filling 
them out to direct which fund you're giving to! 
 
Pam Rush, Financial Secretary 

GROW FAITH  2015  
 ï SPUMC CONFIRMATION  

 

Confirmation season is upon us again!  This will 

be a new and different year, with some changes 

from the past.  Here are some confirmation 

facts! 

9th  graders are invited to register for confir-

mation on our website ð look for the link!  

Registration deadline is September 7 th  

ð Weõll need to order curriculum for each 

child.  

There will be 24 class sessions on Wednes-

day nights from 6:30 -8:30pm.   

Cost is $75 per student, and includes curric-

ulum and snacks (not  dinner) each week 

Each student should find an adult member 

of the church to be their mentor, but Jen 

can definitely match students to mentors 

if they need her to.  

There is a NEW confirmation website linked 

to the SPUMC website as well ð you can 

register there and mentors can track 

confirmation points for their students as 

well (formerly called ôconfirmation 

hoursõ). 

September 16 th  ð All parents, students, and 

mentor meeting: Everyone involved in 

confirmation will meet at 6:30pm in the 

Fellowship Hall.   

 Any questions: contact Jen Southworth 

@ jen@sunprairieumc.org  or 608-837-

5554 

CROP WALK!  
 

SPUMC Confirmation will be participating in Madisonôs 
CROP walk on October 18th, and weôre inviting the 

whole congregation to join us! CROP walk is a nation-
wide organization that raises awareness of the hunger 

in our world and raises funds for local food pantries 

and international relief efforts.  Mark your calendars 
now to walk on 10/18 in the afternoon, and youôll get 

more information about the event later in September.  

ON THE FIRST  WEEKEND OF OCTOBER, WE 
WILL  BE COMBINING  ALL 3 OF OUR REGU-

LAR WEEKEND WORSHIP  SERVICES INTO  
ONE SERVICE ON SUNDAY , OCTOBER 4TH 
AT 10:30 AM. JOIN  US FOR OUTDOOR 
WORSHIP , HOT CHOCOLATE, APPLE CIDER , 
AND  AFTER WORSHIP , LUNCH AND  LOTS OF 
FUN ACTIVITIES  FOR ALL AGES. SEE THE 
INSERT  FOR MORE INFORMATION  ON HAR-

VEST FEST. HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE! 

SUNSHINE  SUPPER 
 
SPUMC has one 
more Sunshine Sup-
per in 2015 -  
 
October 19th is our 
Monday to serve!    
 
We'll need 25 people to socialize with the visitors, 
eat, and help prepare and serve the meal from 
about 4pm to 7pm (depending on your assign-
ment, you may not need to arrive until 4:45pm).   
 
Sunshine Supper is a weekly meal for the commu-
nity, by the community of Sun Prairie.   SPUMC 
provides food and volunteers for four meals a year 
(once every three months) for this great pro-
gram.  If you've got a heart for cooking, we need 
you too!   We make scalloped potatoes and ham 
with salad, corn, and grapes for all of our SS 
meals. If you'd like to sign up to volunteer, cook, 
or donate food, please contact our Sunshine Sup-
p e r  c o o r d i n a t o r  J e a n n e  W e l l m a n 
(jwellman5@frontier.com) or ask a staff person 
where to find the sign -up sheet.  

mailto:prush@sunprairieumc.org
mailto:jen@sunprairieumc.org
mailto:jwellman5@frontier.com
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FAMILY  WORSHIP   
 
Starting in September, we will be making a switch 
to family worship the first weekend of the month.  
 
On the first weekend, we will NOT offer childrenôs 
church or Saturday night church school (Sunday morn-
ing church school will take place as usual during the 
church school year.). It is our hope that families will 
worship together and participate in the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion at this time. The United Methodist 
Communion table is open to all, including the youngest 
members of our faith family. Children will learn about 
Communion in Church School and at LOGOS this year. 
We will also offer a class in the spring for all ages about 
the Sacraments.  
 
Our nursery: we still be open for children, ages 2 and 
under. As always, parents and guardians may use their 
own discretion about children participating. If you have 
any questions, please contact Pastor Jenny Arneson or 
Director of Christian Education Amanda Hinthorn. 

SECOND SATURDAY SUPPERS 
Starting in September, we will offer a meal and fellow-
ship time following the Saturday night worship service 
on the second Saturday of each month. Each month, 
the church will provide dinner and a ministry activity for 
everyone to participate in. We are excited about offer-
ing this new fellowship opportunity. If you are planning 
on attending, please email Director of Christian Educa-
tion Amanda Hinthorn at ahinthorn@sunprairieumc.org 
by Sept. 8th. This will help us plan for dinner. We will 
collect a free will donation each month to help offset the 
cost of this new ministry. This monthôs Second Satur-
day Supper is co-hosted by the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee. 
 
September Meal: Hot dogs, chips, salad, and YOLO 
frozen yogurt (Thanks, Rossmiller family, for your dona-
tion) with toppings 
 
September Activity: Fun ñGet to Know Youò games 
and activities with Pastor Jenny 

GARAGE SALEēalready??!!   
No, but did the kids need new clothes for school 

because they outgrew last yearõs? Wash up the 

old ones and put them aside for the 2016 Gar-

age Sale (April 29 and 30).  Did YOU outgrow 

last yearõs clothes or just want something new 

and refreshing?  Put aside the gently used ones 

as well.  We all know what sells well, and you 

can start collecting things now ... kitchenware, 

knick knacks youõre tired of, glassware, just 

about everything.  Any questions, contact Pam 

Girard, 846 -4008, psgirard@wisc.edu. 

GREETERS AND USHERS NEEDED! 
 
If you are interested in serving on either the Greeter or 
the Usher Ministry, we would love to help you learn 

what this entails! You may pick the service that works 

best for you and how often you would like to serve.    
 

If you are interested in helping out in either of these 
areas, weôd love to have you at one of these trainings. 

Those already on our Ushering and Greeting lists are 
also invited to come learn about how we can be more 

effective in these ministries, as we make a few chang-

es. 
 

Greeter Trainings:  
§ Thursday, September 10th at 6:30 pm in the con-

ference room off the narthex or  
§ Sunday, September 13th at 9:40 am in the confer-

ence room  

 
Usher Trainings:  

§ Thursday, September 17th at 6:30 pm in the con-

ference room off the narthex or  

§ Sunday, September 20th at 9:40 am in the confer-

ence room 
 

If youôd like to sign up for one of these training ses-
sions, please contact Deb Mulhern at dmul-

hern@sunprairieumc.org or 608-837-5554, ext. 106.  

 
If you are interested in finding out more about these 

ministries, but canôt attend a training, contact Deb. 

In 1876, John Deere trademarked the first of 8 itera-

tions of its famous leaping deer logo, with the current 
green and yellow one being in use since 2000.  

Question: Which farmer sits on his tractor shouting, 
ñThe end is nigh.ò?  Answer: Farmer Geddon 

mailto:ahinthorn@sunprairieumc.org
mailto:psgirard@wisc.edu
mailto:dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org
mailto:dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org
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Calling all women, do you love to sing?  
Our three part womenôs group, TREBLE TONES, will be 
beginning our church year on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

in the music room between the worship services from 
9:45 until 10:15. We share in worship once a month, 

and this year will be singing on the fourth Sunday for 
the most part.  We sing music with a variety of styles 

and are always very glad to have new folks join us!  

Itôs a great way to get to know new folks and to renew 
friendships.  For more information, please contact Mary 

Hartkopf at mary.hartkopf@gmail.com or contact the 
church office. 

The SINGING CHURCHMEN begin practices on Sun-

day, September 13, 9:45-10:15 in the Sanctuary.  

We can always use more voices, And men, You are 

welcome to join us.  For more information, Pam 

Girard, 846-4008, psgirard@wisc.edu.  

BIBLE  BASICS  CLASS 
 

Have questions about the Bible, but have been 

afraid to ask?  Do you just want to know more 
about the  basics of this common book of our 

faith?  Join us for a Bible Basics class.  We will 
learn about how and when the Bible was put to-

gether: When were the books of the Bible written 

and by whom? How should we read the Bi-
ble?  Why should we read the Bible? Why are 

there so many different versions of the  Bible? 
Which is the best to read?  What does it mean to 

say the Bible is the ñInspired Word of God?ò  

These are just some of the questions we will 
think about together along with your own ques-

tions.  
 

Join us for this four -week class in the Conference 
Room at church.  Pastor Jenny will teach the 

class at two different times:  
§ Tuesdays, September 15, 22, and October 6, 

and 13 from 6:30 -7:30 pm.   
§ Wednesdays,  September 16, 23, and October 

7, and 14 from  noon-1:00 pm.   Bring your 

lunch  
 

Both the Tuesday and Wednesday classes will be 
the same.  Choose the time that works best for 

you or mix and match the days you attend.   Bring 
your Bible or we will have plenty of Bibles availa-

ble to use.   

Sunday Morning NOOMA  
 
Beginning in October, we will offer a study and discus-
sion group featuring the videos from NOOMA.  NOOMA 
is a series of short films that explore our world from a 
perspective of Jesus. NOOMA is an invitation to 
search, question, and join the discussion.  The class is 
open to anyone, and they are independent of each oth-
er, so come when you can.  The discussions will be 
between services from 9:45-10:30 am on Sunday morn-
ings.  More information to come soon.   

Parenting Teens Group  
The "Parent of Teens" small group will resume their 

meetings during the Church School hour at 9:45 am on 

September 13
th
.  The group will spend time sharing 

what is going on in our own families and learning to-

gether. Support and insights of other parents is invalua-

ble. Every child is unique and every family situation is 

different, but we can certainly learn from our church 

family. No registration is required, and you are invited 

to come when you can. What a great opportunity to 

invite a friend to join you! 

Weôre expecting --  a new piano!   
Yes, after two years of research, discussions, and test-
ing, the piano committee, led by Jen Southworth, has 
selected a Hailun 198, 6 foot 5 inch baby grand piano.  
It is beautiful and plays like a dream.  The new instru-
ment is being purchased from Madison Pianos and 
should arrive sometime this fall.   
 
During the selection process, we traveled to Columbus, 
UW-Parkside in Kenosha, Milwaukee, and four piano 
dealers in the Madison area (several times!).  Pianos 
ñauditionedò included Kawai Shigeru, Mason-Hamlin, 
Steinway, Boston, Roland, Yamaha, and Hailun.  A 
huge thank you to Harold Silvester for researching 
these pianos and scheduling and traveling to try-outs 
many, many times.  The piano fund was established in 
honor and memory of our favorite tenor, Burt Zipperer, 
who was also our choir director and piano tuner.  Many 
others have added to the fund, some honoring loved 
ones who loved music and appreciated our music pro-
gram.  Thank 
you to all who 
have made this 
beautiful in-
strument possi-
ble. 

mailto:mary.hartkopf@gmail.com
mailto:psgirard@wisc.edu
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DėÁÏÙ /ÁãÙ 

DėÁÏÙ /ÁãÙ ìě Á .ĈĈù DėĈĥĔ ãĈė ıĈāÙĂΦ ¢éìě ìě Á ġìāÙ ãĈė 

ķĈĥ ġĈ ãÙûûĈıěéìĔ ıìġé ĈġéÙė ıĈāÙĂΣ Áě ıÙûû Áě äėĈı ìĂ 

ķĈĥė ãÁìġé ġéėĈĥäé ěÏėìĔġĥėÙΣ ÕìěÏĥěěìĈĂΣ ãėìÙĂÕěéìĔě ÁĂÕ 

Ĉã ÏĈĥėěÙΣ ãĈĈÕ ÁĂÕ ÏĈããÙÙΗ /ĈāÙ ÁĂÕ ÎÙ ĔÁāĔÙėÙÕ ıéìûÙ 

ķĈĥ äÙġ ġĈäÙġéÙė ıìġé ÎĈġé ûĈĂä-ġìāÙ ÁĂÕ ĂÙı ãėìÙĂÕě ġĈ ÕìěÏĥěě Á äĈĈÕ 

ÎĈĈùΗ ¢éÙėÙ ıìûû ÎÙ ÎĈġé ûÁėäÙ äėĈĥĔ ġìāÙΣ Áě ıÙûû Áě ěāÁûû äėĈĥĔ ÕìěÏĥěπ

ěìĈĂěΦ 

2 options for Grace Caf® to meet your needs: 
Grace Caf® Morningð 

Friday mornings from 9:30-11:30 am  
Grace Caf® Eveningð 

Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:30 pm  
Choose whichever one fits into your schedule! 

hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ DǊŀŎŜ /ŀŦŞ ƛǎ  

DƻŘ ƛǎ !ƭǿŀȅǎ IƛǊƛƴƎ 

ōȅ wŜƎƛƴŀ .ǊŜǧ 
{ŜǇǘ нпκнрǘƘΣ нлмр 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мǎǘ 
 

God is Always Hiring is a collection of inspira-
tional essays, stories, and columns with lessons to 
help people look at their work and their lives in a new 

light.  

Itôs for people who are just graduating into the world 

of work and for those who have retired who want to 

live a more meaningful life.   

Regina Brett focuses on how we relate to our work: 

the lack of a job, dissatisfaction with work, and the 

longing for something deeper and more meaningful 

in oneôs career and life.  

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜΥ {ŜǇǘ мǎǘ 

hǊ ǿƘŜƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ 

ψψψψ L ŀƳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ !ƭπ
ǿŀȅǎ IƛǊƛƴƎΣ ōȅ wŜƎƛƴŀ .ǊŜǧΦ 

 

bŀƳŜ 
ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

9Ƴŀƛƭ 
ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

tƘƻƴŜ 
ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

ψψψψ DǊŀŎŜ /ŀŦŞ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ όCǊƛŘŀȅǎύ 

ψψψψ DǊŀŎŜ /ŀŦŞ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ό¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎύ 

ψψψψ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭπ
ƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƎŜǎΥ 
ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

¢ǳǊƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ϸнл ŦŜŜΦ  

ψψψψ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ bh¢ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΦ /ƻǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ Ϸмр όƛŦ ƴƻ 
ōƻƻƪύ 
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Centering Prayer  
Our Centering Prayer group meets on the first and 

third Tuesday of each month at the Wesley House at 

6:30 pm. 

 

In the 1970õs, three Trappist monks: William Menin-

ger, Basil Pennington, and Thomas Keating devel-

oped a simple method of silent prayer.  They began 

referring to this method as òcentering prayeró build-

ing on Thomas Mertonõs definition of contemplation 

as prayer òcentered entirely on the presence of God.ó 

 

Centering Prayer is simply sitting in silence, open to 

Godõs love and your love for God.  This is prayer be-

yond thoughts, emotions, or sensations.  It is like 

being with someone, like a very close friend or lover, 

where words are not required.  Centering Prayer 

brings our relationship with God to a level deeper 

than conversation, to pure communion.  (adapted from 

Keating, Open Mind, Open Heart: The Contemplative Dimension 

of the Gospel) 

 

Would you like to know more?  Contact Frank Gay-

lord.  Or join us during one of our Tuesday night 

prayer times.  

SUNDAY  EVENING  PRAYER  SERVICE  
Quiet reflection with times of silence; brief Scripture 

readings and a short meditation; Holy Communion.  

That is a description of our Sunday Evening Prayer Ser-

vice which is held in the chapel on the 2 nd and 4th Sun-

day evening each month.  We meet at 5:30.  We 

would enjoy having you join us for this time of inspira-

tion. 

The next dining out event will be at PFEIL'S 

SUPPER CLUB, N8743 Hwy 73 in Randolph 

on Saturday, September 19 at our usual 

6:30 pm.  Please call reservations to the 

church office by Wednesday, September 

16.  All adults are welcome. 

BOOK REVIEW  
 
The Secular Journal of Thomas Merton  
by Thomas Merton 

 

I've been hearing about Thomas Merton, monk and 

author, for years but have never read any of his 

work.   So when I ran across this little volume at my 

favorite used book store, I snatched it up at a bar-

gain price!   Alas, not all bargains are worth the pen-

nies spent.   The book is comprised of excerpts from a 

journal he kept from 1939 to 1941, when he was per-

haps in his 20's and before he joined a monastery.   I 

would like to say that, even at this inexperienced 

age, there were flashes of brilliance in his writing.   I 

would like to say that, but I can't -- the writing is 

gauche and juvenile and pretty dull reading.   I do 

NOT recommend this book, and now I'm not at all 

eager to read his later work, either.   So, what did I 

learn from this reading?  

 

Well, it was interesting reading  his views  during the 

time the  war in Europe began and ending just be-

fore Pearl Harbor.   I wish the  journal had continued 

with his thoughts as the United States entered WW 

II and through the end of the war -- that would have 

been interesting to see how/if his views on war 

changed.  I enjoyed the glimpses into life back then: 

Social Security just starting, rickets a prevalent dis-

ease, life in Cuba before Castro, etc. And he had 

some lovely and thought -provoking  comments on 

charity and loving our neighbors.   So perhaps I did 

get my money's worth after all.   Happy reading eve-

ryone!    

 

Patricia Harrington 1 -608-825-6332 

To Our Members 80+ 
From sunrise to sunset, may every minute of this 
blessed day be filled with joy!  Birthday blessings! 
 

Oops! We missed Ted Ulijaszôs birthday in the Au-
gust newsletter. A belated happy birthday to you, 
Ted. We hope your day was blessed.  

 
Peg Janke  9/8 
Edwin Schroeder 9/10 

JoAnne Allen  9/23 
Ed Schneider  9/28 
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Please remember these Members and 
Friends by praying for them and send-
ing a card, a note of remembrance or 
just a friendly hello.  
 
Nancee Trowbridge: Belmont Nursing & Rehabili-

tation Center, 110 Belmont Road, Madison, WI 

53714 
 

Don Thompson, Bob Stutzman: Brookdale, 650 

Broadway Dr, Sun Prairie, WI 53590  
 

Meryl Turek: Columbia Health Care, 323 W. Mon-

roe St., Wyocena, WI 53969 
 

Jeanne Putnam, Carol Jensen: Faith Garden, 35 

Tower Drive, Sun Prairie, WI   53590 
 

Mary Jordan: Highland House, 161 Goehl Road, 

Waterloo, WI 53594  
 

Dorothy Duerst, Esther Gerber, Sharon Peters : 

Hyland Park of Sun Prairie, 881 Liberty Blvd, Sun 

Prairie, WI   53590 
 

Helen Stoiber: Kindred Hearts Memory Care, 

Room 2, 505 W. Lawn Drive, Cottage Grove Road, 

Cottage Grove, WI 53527 
 

Cynthia Mansfield, Leona Nichols, Peg Janke, 

Cecil & Bernadine Smith, Doris Johnson, John 

& Mary Lou Schneiter, SueEllen Lamb: The 

Lighthouse of Sun Prairie, 222 S. Bristol Street, Sun 

Prairie, WI   53590 
 

Eleanor Campbell: Marla Vista Manor, 1006 N. 

Military Ave., Green Bay, 54303  
 

Jeanette Livie: Oakwood Seasons Assisted Living, 

5565 Tancho Drive, Madison, WI 53718  
 

Amy Baldwin: Pine View Living, 605 Wood Violet 

Lane, Sun Prairie, WI 53590  
 

Bonnie Laviron, Ursula Kauppinen: Prairie Gar-

dens, 900 OõKeeffe Avenue, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 
 

Pete & Dottie Pohlman, Joe Syty, Florence 

Murphy : Sun Prairie Health Care Center, 228 W. 

Main Street, Sun Prairie, WI   53590 
 

 

Homebound: Maurice & Geraldine Cooper, 6456 

Portage Road, DeForest  53532; Carol & Eunice 

Holtz,The Arboretum, W180 N7890 Town Hall 

Road, #B210, Menomonee Falls, WI  53051 -3050; 

Sue Setterlund, 1301 School St., #101, Sun Prairie, 

WI  53590; Floyd Schmidt, 169 Amber Trail, Sun 

Prairie, WI   53590 

ARE YOU HURTING?   
 
When you hurt emotionally, deep 
inside, you need to talk about it ï 
to vent.  You talk to your pastor, 
to your family members, to your 
friends. 
 
But the time comes when you no longer feel you 
should be expressing your feelings to those per-
sons.  Itôs been a while and you should be 
ñmoving on,ò right? 
 
There is a person who wants to listen to you ï a 
person who realizes it can take a considerable 
amount of time for the hurt to diminish.  A Ste-
phen Minister is that person.  He or she is a 
trained Christian listener who is willing and ready 
to walk the journey with you.  
 
To discuss having a Stephen Minister, contact 
Pastor Jenny or any of our Stephen Leaders: Pat 
Harper, Bonnie Kott, Frank Gaylord, George Ka-
minski, Dave Heinle, Jane Daniels or Mike 
McGaffin. 

By the time Bobby arrived, the football game had al-

ready started. ñWhy are you so late?ò asked his friend. 
ñI couldnôt decide between going to church and going 

to the football game. So I tossed a coin,ò said Bobby. 
ñBut that shouldnôt have taken too long.ò said the 

friend. ñWell, I had to toss it 35 times.ò 

 Hours after the end of the world, a border dis-

pute emerged between heaven and hell. God invited 
the devil for conversations to find a way to resolve this 

dispute quickly. Satan, the devil, proposed a football 
game between heaven and hell. 

 God, always fair, told the devil, 

"The heat must be affecting your brain; 
the game would be so one sided. Don't 

you know all the 'good' players go to 
heaven?" 

 The devil, smiling, responded 
"Yeah, but we've got all the referees..."  
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3RD GRADE BIBLE  PRESENTATION  AND  BIBLE  BLAST 2015  
All incoming 3rd graders and families should have received a letter with information about 3rd grade Bible presentation 
this fall. We will present Bibles in worship the weekend of Sept. 19th and 20th. Please email or call Director of Christian 
Education Amanda Hinthorn if you are planning on participating. 
 
Bible Blast will once again be offered the following Saturday, Sept. 26th for third graders and an adult. This two hour 
morning workshop is designed to help children become more familiar with their Bible. Registration forms were included 
in the mailing. Registrations are due to Director of Christian Education Amanda Hinthorn by Sept. 20th. 

SAVE THE DATE  
FOR THE ANNUAL  ANIMAL  BLESSING  

We will bless all of Godôs creatures on Sunday, Oct. 
18th at 1pm. Please watch next monthôs newsletter for 
more information. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION   
AND  LOGOS LEADER COMMISSIONING  

Leaders working in our LOGOS, Christian Education, 
and Youth Ministries will be commissioned at all three 
services the weekend of Sept. 12th and 13th. Please 
plan on attending one of these services. 

LOGOS 
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JULY GIVING TABLE 
General Fund 39,372.69  

1st Mile Giving 3,559.00  

Missions 1,815.49  

JULY ATTENDANCE 
Date  

Satur-
day  

8:30  10:45  Total  

July 4 & 5 54 98 101 253 

July 11 & 12 104 154 140 398 

July 18 & 19 86 124 93 303 

July 25 & 26 73 110 102 285 

July Average Attendance: 310  

CHURCH RECORDS  

Birth:  

August 23 
 Levi Fisher Roggenbuck 
  grandson of Scott & Debbie Carlson 
Deaths:  

July 29 

 Jane Cronkrite 
  member of our congregation and Cecil Smithôs  

  sister 
August 9 

 Matti Belle Steele 
  Linda Tkachôs mother 

August 17 

 John Troz 
  Gary Trozôs father 

Schools of Hope AmeriCorps Project  
 
Do you know someone looking for a way to 
serve our community?  A recent high school or 
college graduate who is looking for an opportuni-
ty to explore a new career field, develop profes-
sional experience and help others?  A recent 
retiree or someone looking to change careers?   
 
The Schools of Hope AmeriCorps Project is re-
cruiting AmeriCorps members for the 2015-2016 
school year.  Its mission is to work with school 
staff to increase the literacy skills of students of 
color and those from low-income families.  Amer-
iCorps members are assigned to one elementary 
school where they tutor students and also sup-
port the community volunteer tutors.   
 
The benefits of serving in AmeriCorps are many 
ï professional development, an education award 
which can be used to repay student loans or for 
future educational expenses and for those 55 
and older, it can be transferred to a family mem-
ber!   
 
This is a unique opportunity to learn about the 
Madison community, education, poverty and the 
role community partnerships play in addressing 
the needs of our community.   
 
For more information on the positions and bene-
fits available, visit www.schoolsofhope.org  Ap-
plications are being accepted now for 26 posi-
tions ï orientation begins soon! 

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS AND YOUR PARENTS!  
 

Please submit your college mailing address to us  
so we can be in touch with you throughout the  

school year!   You can email your address to 
Laura, 

lmeixner@sunprairieumc.org  

Thank yous: 

Dear United Methodist Church of Sun Prairie, Thank you so much 

for welcoming us into your space.  We hve had a fantastic spring/

summer season and look forward to ur time in the fall!   We hope 

to have a show for you soon.   Thank you from the bottom of our 

hearts. ð Proud Theater 

To my church family, thank you for all of your prayer4s and cards 

during my recent two surgeries.  You really did support me.  I 

knew that I was never alone.  You rock!  -- Dick Jellings 

http://www.schoolsofhope.org
mailto:lmeixner@sunprairieumc.org


SUNDAY , SEPTEMBER 13  
Christian Education & LOGOS Volunteer 
Commissioning 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Blood Pressure Screening 
9:40 Greeter Training 
9:45 Church School 
9:45 Singing Churchmen rehearsal 
9:45 Treble Tones rehearsal 
9:45 Greeter & Usher Training 
10:45 Worship (note time change)  
5:30 Worship 
6:00 Proud Theater 
 

MONDAY , SEPTEMBER 14  
LOGOS registration deadline 
10:00 Coffee Connection 
5:30 Stephen Ministries 
6:30 PFLAG Planning 
6:30 Meet & Greet with Pastor Jenny 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15  
10:00 Staff Meeting 
11:00 XYZ (Xtra Years of Zest) 
6:00 Heavenôs Handbells rehearsal 
6:30 Finance Committee 
6:30 Centering Prayer 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16  
6:30 Confirmation students/parents/mentors  
7:00 Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17  
5:30 Stephen Ministries 
6:30 Usher Training 
6:30 Grace Café 
 

FRIDAY , SEPTEMBER 18  
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
6:00a Menôs Group 
9:30 Grace Café 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19  
Third Grade Bible Presentation 
5:00 Worship 
5:15 Church School 
 

SUNDAY , SEPTEMBER 20  
Third Grade Bible Presentation 
8:30 Worship 
9:40 Usher Training 
9:45 Church School 
9:45 Singing Churchmen rehearsal 
9:45 Treble Tones rehearsal 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1  
10:00 Staff Meeting 
6:30 Centering Prayer 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2  
6:00 Chancel Choir potluck 
6:00 LOGOS Parent Meeting 
7:00 Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3  
6:30 Staff Parish Relations Committee 
6:30 Reconciling Ministries 
6:30 Praise Band rehearsal 
 
FRIDAY , SEPTEMBER 4  
6:00a Menôs Group 
9:30 Womenôs Bible Study 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5  
5:00 Worship 

 
SUNDAY , SEPTEMBER 6  
8:30 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
6:00 Proud Theater 
 
MONDAY , SEPTEMBER 7  
Labor Day ï Church Office closed 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8  
9:00 Staff Retreat 
6:00 Heavenôs Handbells rehearsal 
6:30 Trustees 
6:30 LOGOS Board 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9  

10:00 Worship @ Prairie Gardens 
2:00 Worship @ Brookdale 
6:30 LOGOS Parent Meeting 
6:30 Meet and Greet with Pastor Jenny 
7:00 Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10  
Pizza Hut Fundraiser today 
10:00 Worship @ Kindred Hearts 
12:00 Books Between Bites 
2:00 Worship @ Colonial View 
2:00 Meet and Greet with Pastor Jenny 
6:30 Stephen Ministries 
6:30 Greeter Training 
 

FRIDAY , SEPTEMBER 11  
6:00a Menôs Group 
9:30 Womenôs Bible Study 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12  
3:30 LOGOS Parent Meeting 
Christian Education & LOGOS Volunteer 
Commissioning 
5:00 Worship 
5:15 Church School 
6:00 Ice Cream Social (Second Saturday 
Supper) 
 

10:45 Worship 
6:00 Proud Theater 
 
MONDAY , SEPTEMBER 21  
10:00 Stephen Ministries 
6:30 New Member Orientation 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22  
10:00 Staff Meeting 
1:00 Red Cross Blood Drive 
6:00 Heavenôs Handbells rehearsal 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23  
6:00 LOGOS Staff Training 
6:30 Confirmation 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24  
6:30 Church Council 
6:30 Stephen Ministries 
6:30 Grace Café 

6:30 Praise Band rehearsal 
 
FRIDAY , SEPTEMBER 25  
6:00a Menôs Group 
9:30 Grace Café 
Womenôs Retreat (through Sunday noon) 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26  
9:00 Bible Blast 
5:00 Worship 
5:15 Church School 
 
SUNDAY , SEPTEMBER 27  
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Church School 
9:45 Singing Churchmen rehearsal 

9:45 Treble Tones rehearsal 
9:45 LOGOS Parent Meeting 
10:45 Worship 
5:30 Worship 
6:00 Proud Theater 
 
MONDAY , SEPTEMBER 28  
10:00 Knit~Crochet~Pray 
5:30 Stephen Ministries 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29  
6:00 Heavenôs Handbells rehearsal 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30  
4:30 LOGOS 

6:30 Confirmation 
7:00 Chancel Choir rehearsal 

SEPTEMBER 
2015 


