
 

May 2/3 
òMoving Beyond Pain to Hopeó 

Psalm 22:25-31 
 

May 9/10 
òA Part of the Familyó 

John 15:9-17 
 

May 16/17 
òContinuing the Legacy:ó 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 

May 23/24 
Pentecost Weekend 

òThe Surprise of the Spiritó 
Acts 2:1-4, 11b-21 

 

May 30/31 
òLearning to Do Goodó 

Mark 3:1-6 
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Our worship services are aired on KSUN-
12, digital channel 983 and basic cable 

channel 98, Sundays at 11:00am. 

The Mission of the Sun Prairie United Methodist Church  

is to invite and welcome people to be committed and compassionate  
followers of Jesus Christ, through worship, through spiritual growth,  

through fellowship, through service to others.  

BEGINS MAY 23 & 24! 

WORSHIP HOURS  

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 

SUMMER 

When I give so much of myself to a church, I so desperately want 

things to go well in the transition after I am no longer in this role.  I 

think that is why I am excited about the staffing shifts that will be 

coming to our church.  I know Rev. Jenny Arneson.  She is a good, 

gifted pastor.  I am excited about her energy and her good thinking 

and her strong ability to be able to relate well to people.  

  

I am excited about Jen Southworth growing into a new role as she 

pursues Ordination as a Deacon in the Wisconsin Annual Conference 

of the United Methodist Church.  Jen will be in charge of helping us 

with our missions area (which we have called outreach ministries).  

She will be in charge of Confirmation.  She will be overseeing our 

general technology for the church and help us develop more of a 

presence on social media and through the internet.  She will assist in 

leading worship and providing general pastoral care. 

 

ContinuedñPage 2 

Reflections 

from Scott 

Living Through Change 

 

One of the most difficult things about my agree-

ing to become a District Superintendent is that I 

will no longer be the Senior Pastor here at Sun 

Prairie United Methodist Church.  I have been 

savoring these weeks we have together.  I have 

been enjoying looking out at all the members of 

our church, people I have grown to love.  

Sermons for May 
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(Pastor Scottñcontinued from page 1) 

 

I am excited about Matt Starika coming back to our staff.  He will be our Director of Youth Ministry.  He will also 

help coordinate our music ministries and he will relate to our Reconciling Ministries group. 

 

I am excited that we will be welcoming Autumn Hartman as an Intern in Youth Ministry as well.  She will be be-

tween her Junior and Senior years at Greenville College and she is also excited about returning to her home church 

to learn about ministry and youth ministry with us.  

 

I am excited about the role that Amanda Hinthorn will be doing for our church.  This was a planned change.  She 

will be in charge of our Weekend Christian Education, VBS, LOGOS and Family Ministries.   

 

I am excited about the role that Deb Mulhern will be doing for our church.  This was also a planned change.  She 

will be in charge of our Hospitality Ministries, our follow -up of guests to worship and for helping people to connect 

in ministry in the life of our church.  

 

I am excited about Rev. Frank Gaylordõs ongoing role with us.  He will continue to be in charge of XYZ, Knit Pray, 

Stephen Ministry.  He will continue to over see our ministry to our shut -ins and help provide general pastoral care. 

 

I am excited about Lisa Winkõs role of Director of our Small Group Ministries.  This is an area of passion and interest 

for Lisa.  It is a vital role for our church, as we continue our commitment to help people connect with God and 

grow in faith.  

Schedule for Goodbye Celebrations  
for Pastor Amanda Stein and Reverend Scott Carlson   

 

!ÍÁÎÄÁȭÓ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄ ÁÔ 3ÕÎ 0ÒÁÉÒÉÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
is June 6 & 7.  She will be preaching at all of our worship ser-
vices that weekend.  On Sunday June 7 at 5:30, we will have a 
meal followed by a program to celebrate her ministry with us.   
 
3ÃÏÔÔȭÓ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄ ÁÔ 3ÕÎ 0ÒÁÉÒÉÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ 
June 27 & 28.  He will be preaching at all of our worship ser-
vices that weekend.  On Sunday, June 28th at 5:30, we will have 
a meal followed by a program to celebrate his ministry with us.   
 
Please watch for more information on how to sign up to attend 
these important times in the life of our church. 
 

Members of our Staff Parish Relations Committee: 
Mike Vavrus (Chair), Tim Trowbridge, Lesley Armstrong, Jenny 
Campbell, Dee Heller, Andrew Tess, Jackie Ward, Cheri Hiller, Dave 
Snyder, Connie Meyer 

I am excited about all of these people, in these roles, in this way.  It is 

good for our church.  We will have one more listening session on Sun-

day, May 10th at 9:45 in the Chapel.  If you have any questions, feel 

free to speak with me or with Mike Vavrus or any member of our Staff 

Parish Relations Committee.   

 

In the Hope Jesus offers us, 

Rev. Scott Carlson 
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Are You Interested In Learning 
More About Sun Prairie United 

Methodist Church?  
  

We will be having a New Member Orienta-

tion for those who are interested in learning 

more about our congregation on Thursday, 

May 16th, 2015, at 6:30pm . Our meeting will 

last approximately an hour and a half. This 

will be a time for you to get to know other 

people who are interested in learning about 

our church as well. We will also learn about 

how our church can help you grow in faith. 

If youõre interested in attending, speak with 

Rev. Scott, Rev. Amanda or Rev. Frank, or 

call 837 -5554.  

Piano Funds 
We have an update on the piano fund and the need for a new piano in our sanctu-
ary.  A committee facilitated by Jen Southworth has been meeting to discuss what 
is needed for our present music programs as well as future possibilities including 
guest recitals, student recitals, special programs, concerts, etc.  When reviewing 
present and future needs, we have to look at what size instrument is needed in 
the new, larger sanctuary to provide the depth and quality of sound required as 
well as type, make, and, of course, the cost which includes not only the piano it-
self but accessories to maintain it.   After much discussion, it was decided that a 
new piano is needed as the present Kawai 5õ grand piano was built in 1980 and 

installed in the church in 1981.  It has served us well, but over time has developed serious problems that 
prevent it from staying in tune and which are too expensive to repair.  Through the generosity of many of 
our members, we have received gift and memorial funds designated toward the purchase of a new piano.  
We have an excellent start, but still need to raise more to purchase a quality instrument that will provide 
our wonderful and talented musicians as well as our congregation the opportunity to praise God through 
beautiful music.  Stay tuned over the next few months as we narrow down our specific goals and the pi-
ano the suits our needs and desires! For more information contact Jen Southworth.  

Dear Church, 
 

As you now know, I will be moving into a bigger role here 
at SPUMC starting July first of this year.  This is a big 
change for me, but one that I feel ready for and excited 
about. The last two years here have been nurturing and 
enlightening and fruitful for me (and I pray for you as well). 
It has changed my life.   
 

Through your love, support, and encouragement, I have 
found the confidence to take this next step.  Thank you for 
that, truly. I feel passionate about the different areas of 
ministry that I will be in ï confirmation, outreach, technol-
ogy, and pastoral care.  I take this responsibility seriously 
and will work to build up our community ï our church family 
ï the best that I can.   
 

Together we will work hard and build our corner of the 
Kingdom!  Please keep me in your prayers over the next 
few months as the transition happens, and I will keep pray-
ing for our church community and you. Weôre  
in this as one, with the Holy Spirit to guide us.   
 

Glory to God!  - Jen Southworth 
Jesus 
Saves! 
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Top 10 Reasons to Wear your Nametag at Church 
 
 10 ..... A name tag is cheaper than a tattoo. 
 9 ..... Wearing a name tag makes for a friendlier church. 
 8 ..... You will be more approachable it you wear a name tag. 
 7 ..... Even if you forget a name, you can still read it! 
 6 ..... Nametags make it easier to greet other people. 
 5 ..... A name tag makes visitors feel comfortable. 
 4 ..... You can make a friend in less than 30 seconds if you wear a 

name tag. 
 3 ..... You are immediately identified as an ambassador of our 

church. Friendly always wins. 
 2 ..... Name tags are NOT about you. Theyüre about everyone in 

the world except you. 
 1 ..... Everyone likes to hear their name! 

 
In less than 2 months, we will be welcoming Pastor Jenny Arneson as 
our Senior Pastor.  Learning names and faces will be important to her 
and she will have a LOT of people to meet in a new church the size of 
SPUMC. So if we can get in the habit of wearing our nametags now, 
this will make it so much easier for her to learn our names when she 
arrives.  
 
We now have new nametag holders by each of our doors for your convenience!  Please pick up your name-
tag on the first 2 weekends in May on a table in the narthex and wear it into church. When you leave church, 
put it on the wooden holder by the door you typically enter in.  We will put a colored dot on the back that 
corresponds to that door so that if the nametag is found elsewhere, we know where to return it to.  We will 
also have a basket in the narthex so that if you happen to exit out a different door on a particular weekend 
you can then drop it in the basket and it will be waiting for you back at the door you typically enter the next 
week.   
 
If you do not have a nametag or cannot find yours, please email Deb Mulhern at dmul-
hern@sunprairieumc.org and we will have one made for you. We are also looking for someone to check the 
basket for nametags each week and make sure that they are returned to the correct doors. This could be 
done whenever it is convenient during the week. If you would be willing to help with this, please let Deb 
know. 

We are interested in starting a new Menüs Group 
that would meet either on Sunday mornings be-
tween services or in the evening.  The group topics 
could range from book studies to Bible studies, to 
discussing current events.  If you are interested 
please contact Lisa Wink at: 

 lisa@sunprairieumc.org.  

Join members of our church on our Co-Ed Softball 
team.  Games will be played June 6th ï Aug 16th 
with no game on July 5th.  All games will be played 
at Stone Ridge Park and the cost is just $5.00/
person. This is open to all adults and high school 
youth.  If you are interested please contact Lisa 
Wink at: lisa@sunprairieumc.org.  

mailto:dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org
mailto:dmulhern@sunprairieumc.org
mailto:lisa@sunprairieumc.org
mailto:lisa@sunprairieumc.org
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Every now and then one of the members of 
our congregation find themselves in the hos-
pital and the church doesnõt find out about it 
until after the fact.  We so much want to pro-
vide pastoral care to those who are hospital-
ized.   
 
If you have a scheduled procedure let us know 
ahead of time. When you register at St. Maryõs 
or Meriter indicate at registration that you 
would like pastoral care from Sun Prairie 
United Methodist Church.  If you enter by 
emergency, you are not always asked about a 
church preference and it is through that pro-
cedure which we often miss folks.   
 
Family members, neighbors or friends, please 
let us know if someone has entered the hospi-
tal.  Together we can all provide the best pas-
toral care.  Thank you! 

SPUMC had a wonderful variety 

of music throughout the Easter 
season, and the choir is looking 

forward to singing for worship 
this month! Remember, it's 
never too late to join! Stop by 

for Rehearsal on Wednesdays at 
7 to sing and get to know the 

great people at this church. Our 
last performance will be May 
31, and we'll take a break for 

the summer. E -mail Julie: jstal-
heim@gmail.com  for more in-

formation!   
 ðThanks,  Julie  

 

 

 

 

Since the deadline for the newsletter is before the 

Garage Sale happens, there is not much to re-

port.  The hope is that it will be a smashing success 

again with wonderful things to sell and many many 

customers.  Thereõs never a worry about the 

weather é if the weather is bad our buyers stay 

longer and buy more, if the weather is good cus-

tomers still come.  A full report will be in the June 

newsletter.  In the meantime, a very big thank you 

to all who helped set up, take down, bake, work dur-

ing the week, and especially to all who contributed 

your treasurers.  This would not be possible with-

out everyone!  

Ross Oestreich has offered a very interesting challenge.  

He asks: How about skipping lunch 5 days a week and 

contributing the money saved to Imagine No Malaria.  

What does lunch cost you?  If you go out for lunch, 

about the only place you could eat for $5. would be 

XYZ!  So $5. is a very conservative amount.  $5. per day 

for 5 days would be $25 a week.  School lunches are less 

than that, usually around $2.  That would turn out to be 

$10 a week. 

 

But the idea of the challenge is to think about some regu-

lar expenditure.  Ask yourself if you could live without 

it.  Contribute the cost to Imagine No Malaria! 

 

Think about!  Act on it!  Imagine how much money we 

can raise to help eradicate this dread disease in Sub-

Saharan Africa! 

CHALLENGE  

mailto:jstalheim@gmail.com
mailto:jstalheim@gmail.com
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Dining Out Group  

A wonderful time with new and old friends and a 

meal out!  We would like to have you join us on 

Friday, May 15 at 6:30.  We will gather at Club 60 

(formerly the Westside Inn), W2164 Hwy 60 in 

Columbus.  Reservations are needed by Wednes-

day, May 13.  Call to church office (837-5554) to 

let us know you are coming! 

 

BOOKS BETWEEN BITES 
 

The May gathering of 
Books between Bites will 
be on Thursday, May 7.  
We meet for lunch at 
�*�X�V�·�� �'�L�Q�H�U�� �D�W�� �Q�R�R�Q������
Lunch is a choice of sand-
wich and soup plus bev-
erage for $8.  Lunch or-
ders are taken anytime 
after 11:45.  But we try 
our best to begin the 
book review at 12:20 and 
adjourn by 1:00.  Reser-
vations are needed no 
later than Wednesday, 
May 6 at noon.  Call the 
church office (837-5554) if you wish to attend. 
 
This month, Connie Hanson will be our reviewer.  
She will review A Train in Winter by Caroline 
Moorehead.  It was a New York Times notable 
book of the year and it is about women, friendship 
and the French Resistance during World War II.  It 
�E�H�J�L�Q�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �Z�R�U�G�V���� �´�2�Q�� �D�Q�� �L�F�\�� �P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �L�Q��
Paris in January, 1943, 230 French women resisters 
were rounded up from the Gestapo detention 
camps and sent on a train to Auschwitz. 
 
Join us for this review and discussion! 

 
Bob Eby   May 4 
Sue DeVinney  May 12  
Gerry Dott   May 15  
Eunice Holtz  May 16  
Mary Jordan  May 16  
Shirley Meyer  May 16  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our XYZ fellowship group for seniors (and anyone 

else who would enjoy meeting with us!) meets at 

11:00 am on Tuesday, May 19.  We begin with Pas-

tor Frankõs feeble attempt at stand-up comedy, 

brief devotions and a program.  Lunch ($5. each) 

is at noon.  Reservations are needed by Friday, 

May 15 (837 -5554). 
 

The program this month will be most interesting.  In 

some sense it is a return engagement for Nicole 

Meadowcroft.  Nicole is the granddaughter of 

Jean Schenck and spoke to us about 3 years ago.  

Her business is òCustom Caninesó.  She trains ser-

vice dogs.  Nicole herself is blind and initially 

trained dogs as service companions for persons 

who are blind or have autism.  Since her last time 

with us, she has greatly expanded her work and 

she will tell us about all of that, including her work 

with veterans.  Nicole travels throughout the 

United States as a speaker, workshop leader and 

trainer.  We are very fortunate to be able to have 

her come again to present this program.  
 

Invite others to join youé.but be sure they know 

they need to reserve.  We want to have enough 

food for all!  

X 
Y 

Z 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO OUR MEMBERS  80+ 


